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Chief Secretary that there is under the ad-
ministration of the Lunacy Department a
large tract of land overlooking the area in
question, and as the department are flow
well provided with all the land likely to be
needed by them in the future, this tract
might be released and thrown open for selec-
tion. Then the settlers whose blocks arc
gradually being crept over by the -water could
remove themselves to the tract referred to,
which is safe from floods, and yet of equal
agricultural value with their present hold-
ings. From the proposal there would be
some financial gain to the Government,
whilst the local governing body concerned,
the Fremiantle Road Roard, would be relieved
of a large area, of dead land, of which they
have too much. At present that large tract
of land pays no rates although roads have
to be maintained in its vicinity. I support
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply.

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 5.56 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

SWEARING IN OF MEMBER.
The Minister for Railways (Hon. J. C.

Willeck-Geraldton) took and subscribed
the oath, and signed the roll.

QUESTION-ELEOTORAL ROLLS.
Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for

Justice: 1, Has he read the newspaper re-
port which states: "18,000 electors. The
State roll has them. But the Federal roll
hasn't"? 2, Can be explain how it is that
there is such a discrepancyi 3, Is it cor-
rect that there are large numbers of names
on the Legislative Assembly rolls dupli-
cated, being- on more than one roll, also
l arge numbers that should he cancelled? 4,
Is it correct that large numbers are still
unenrolled9 5, Is it proposed to do any-
thing to bring rolls uip to date?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1, No, 2, According to the latest popula-
tion returns and allowing for unqualified
adults, it is estimated that the total numbr-
of persons eligible for Legislative Assembly
enrolment is, in round figures, at least
210,000. 3, No. 4, No. 5, All rolls are
undergoing daily revision. Between 22nd
February and 30th June last the figure,,
are-new names added, 8,538; alterations
of address, 1,828;- names struck off, 9,910.
No further special action is considered
necessary.

QUESTIONS (2)-MAIN ROADS
BOARD.

Road re/dales.

Mr. LATHTAM asked the Minister for
Works; 1, What is the number of motor
cars and trucks, respectively, purchased by
the 'Main Roads Board since it came into
operation? 2, What number of sulkies, if
anly, was purchased by the Main Roads
Board during December, 1926, and January
and February, 1027? 3, How many of them
are in commission, and how many of them
are at the Government StoresV 4, Were
the sulkies obtained and purchased through]
the Tender BoardV 5, If not, why not?
6, Does the Main Roads Board obtain all
its equipment through the Tender Board?
7, If not, why not?

Hon. 3. CU.NNINGHTAM (for the M.Nin-
ister for Works) replied: 1, Cars 15, trucks
24. 2,' December, nil; January, 3; Febru-
ary, 2; total 5. 3, Four in commnission, 1 at
Government Stores. 4, Yes. 5, See 4. 6,
Yes. 7, See 6.
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Chairman's Absence.

Mr. LATHAMN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Under whose instructions is the
chairman of the Main Roads Board absent
from the State?9 2, If on departmental
duty, what parts of the world is he visiting,
and for what purposes?9 3, On what date
did he leave the State, and on what date
is he expected to return?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (for the Min-
ister for Works) replied: 1, The Govern-
mneat. 2, Italy, France, England, United
States of America, and possibly Canada;
his duty being to study the methods em-
ployed in constructing the various classes
of roads, and to give particular attention
to plant and equipment us~d to provide for
economical and efficient work being done.
3. 17th January, 1927, is the date on which
lie left the State, and he is due to return
about the end of November.

QUESTION-GOVERNMENT
CARS.

MOTOR

Mr. LATHAM1i asked the -Minister for
Works: 1, What is the number of 'Th)vem-
nient motor ears that have been sold or other-
wise disposed of for the six mionths ended
30th June, 1927? 2, What was tha total
amount obtained from such sales?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (for the Minis-
ter for Works) replied; 1, Seven, 2, £131.

QUESTION-VERIthN
STANDARD.

PENCE,

Mr. LATHAM asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is it a fact that the standard
of vermin fence fixed for the State is con-
siderably above that which is set out in Part
T. of the second schedule of the Vermnin Act,
19199 2, If so, on whose authority was such
a high standard flied* 3, Will he see that
the Act is administered so that certificates
may issue as provided for by Section .104 of
the Act of 1910?

Hon. H. MILLTh"GTON (for the Minis-
ter for Agriculture) repliAd: 1, No; ex-
cepting when a settler applies for exemption
from payment of rates under Section lO0a.
2, Subsection (1) of Section 100a, pro-
vides that owner of holding shall not be
liable for rate if his holding is enclosed with

a fence to the satisfaction of the chief in-
spector. 3, The Act is being administered
in accordance with Parliament's decision.

QUESTION-LABOUR BUREAU AND
GOVERNMENT WORK.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked tho Premier. 1, Is
it the policy of the Government that al] men
picked up for Governmen work mast be
picked up through the Labour Bureau? 2,
If so, will be have instruetions issued to
departmental heads so that this course will
be followed in the futurel 3, If not, will
he make a statement to that effect, go that
the men following up at the burn will
know the true position?

The PREMIER replied: 3, Yes. 2, This
is a standing instruction. 3, Answered by
No. 2.

QUESTION-GROUP SETTLEMENT,
INJSPECTION.

Mr. ANGELO asked the Premier: 1, In
view of the large sums already expended on
group settlements and the ceirtainty that this
House will shortly be asked to vote more
money for the same pur1pose, will he ar-
range for honourahle membirs, accompanied
by responsible officers, to visit the various
settlements, including the Peel Estate, have
the varions schemes fully explained to them,
and give them an opportunity to see for
themselves what progress hap been made and
obtain some idea as to the ultimate .mccess
of the undertakings? 2, If so, will kle ar-
range for the inspections to be made before
any further debate on graup sett'sments
takes place in this Chamber and before the
Estimates are considered?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Ample oppor-
tunity has been afforded to members to visit
the groups. Portion of these are situ-
ated near the metropolitan area, and mem-
bers desirous of so doing can inspect. these
and arrive at their own conclusions. 2,
Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION-METROPOLITAN
MARKET.

PUBLIC

Mr. SA31PSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: Will he advise: (a) The pro-
posed location of the metropolitan public
market, as authorised by Parliament in the
1928 session? (b) The probable date of the
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completion of the constueion? (e) The of this kind. If the bion. member feels that
personnel of the trust?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: (a), (b), (c). The matter is under
con sideration.

COMITTEES FR SESSION.

On motion by the PREMIER, Sessional
Committees were appointed as follows:

Library Committee-MrY. Speaker, Mr.
Angelo, and Mr. Corboy.

Standin g Orders Committee-Mr. Speak-
er, the Chai .rman of Committees, Mr.n George,
Mr. E. B. Johnston, and NIx. 3Marshall.

House Committee-Mr. Speaker, 'Mr.
Chesson, Mr. Lambert, r.Stubbs, and Mr.
Thomison.

Printilwg Committee-MIr. Speaker, Mi~r. J.
MaeCallumi Smith, and Alr. Panton.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Third Day.

Debate resumned from tile previous day.

MR.. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [4.42]: It was
not, my intention to speak thus early in the
debate, but owing to the absence of the
Leader of the Country Party, who is in the
South-West touring the groups with Mfr.
Paterson, the Federal Minister for 'Markets
and Migration-

Mr. .1. H. Smith: Which groups are they
inspecting?

The Premier: Those in the Nelson elector-
ate.

'Mr. GRIFFITHS: He and the Federal
Minister are in the South-West.

M1r..!. If. Smith: They are not visiting
groups. That is a lie.

.%r. GIFFITHS: The lion. member eat;
easily find out by looking up the itinerary
pub! shed in the niewspaper, showving wher'e
tie party is at present.

Mr. J. H. Smith: They are not visiting
groupls, that is wrong.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
The Premier: They are getting in already

for thie next elections.
Mfr. GRtIF'FITHS: I have already taken

action with a view to the next elee-
tiouw, in the questions I have asked of the
Alinister for Justice to-day. I suppose we
are all miore or less, on the qui vive in matter;

anything is being done against him, I sup-
Ipost it is due to the -general conditions pre-
railing amiongst us.

M!ir. J. H. Smith: I do not believe in mnis-
leading the House.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I should like to eo'i-
graiulate you, Sir, upon your election to the
high and honourable position that you filledl
so capably during the past three years.
I offer yOU my congratulations from the per-
sonal point of view. I have also heard gen-
era! expressions of opinion throughout the
House to the effect that your bar-
ing been unanimously elected without a
dissentient voice showed that you possessed
I he entire confidence of the House and that
all members n1 pteciated the manner in which
you had discharged 'your duties during the
past three years. In common with your
other friends in the House, Sir, I hope that
.van will enjoy better health than, has been

ot experience during recent months.
dontknow hoi responsible for the comi-

fortable surroundings we enjoy to-day,
but whether it be the Government. or
the House Committee working in conj :unc-
tion with the Government, I should like
to express my appreciation of the imp~rove-
ments that have been carried out. I think
the comfortable seating accommodation will
have its effect upon keeping members in the
House and causing- themn to listen to the de-
bates.

Mr. Wilson: Wait a hit.
.%r. GRIFFITHS: Some so-called smlart

papecrs have referred to the accommodation
as being comfortable quarters to sleep in.
They ha'e had their little joke.

MNr. Corboy: ihat must have been, the
"Slimy Producers."

Mr. ORIFFITHS: Or the "Southern
Cross Tie.

3Mr. Corhoy: floes that go in for politics?
Mr. GRIFFITHS: The hon. member had

a nasty knock front it a little while ago. The't
piaper was inquiring as to the whereabouts of
the lacetoher for Vilgarn. It said lie was lnast
seen somewhere in the precincts of Parlin-
jijent House.

.%It. Corboy: That is only sour g-rapes be-
cause you couldI not unseat nie.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I did not want to an-
seat the lion. member.

Mr. Corboy: You were too busy keeping
Yore own, seat.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! These personal
interruptions must cease.
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Mr. CEIFJ'ITHS: Having disposed of
that little breeze I will now turn to the
Address-in-reply. I Wish to congratulate
thle member for East Perth (M.Nr. TNenneally)
upon the very moderate tone he adopted in
the speech he delivered last Thursday after-
noon. I have listeind to speeches of Ihis in
the past, and have read them, and could not
class them altogether onl the moderate side.

M1r. Panton: They were too deep for you.
M1r. GRIFF'ITHS: We who conic into the

House with rather extreme views find, when
we have to carry the responsibilities attached
to a member representing a large constit-
uency, that our views become modified, and
the. tone iii which we express ourselves be-
comes more moderate.

Mr. Sampson: And we age, too.
The Premier: ft is the influenee of years.
Mr. GRIFFITHS6: We are radical when

we are young, but probably as wve get older
we advance more towards the Tory stage,
and our views become broader.

Mr. Rennealty: You must be fairly old.
Mr. GRIFFITHS8: Yes. I try to keep anl

open mind, and 1 hope thae hon. member will
do the same, and endeavour to learn front
others a~s he goes on.

Mx. Maley: Sometimes members become
frail.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I suggest that the lion.
member should follow the example of the
Minister for Works. At one time that hon.

getleman was looked upon as one holding
very extreme views when he expressed them
outside the Chamber. As time has gone on,
and lie has had the -responsibilities of a Min-
ister of the Crown, his views have somewhat
modified, and his sentiments have been toned
clown.

Mr. J. H. Smith: le stands for Musso-
lini.

-Ar. ORTFFLTHS: The member for
Mfount 'Margaret told us a little tale about
the member for Murchison, and I hope I
shall not have to apply that to tile member
for Nelson.

Mr. Marshall: Let sleeping dogs lie.
Mr. GRIFiF'THS: I am always pre-

paredl to give expyression to my views, and
:leeping dogs do not worry me. I rather like
them.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Be sure of yoar facts
fir-St.

M1r. GRIFFITHS8: I am always sure of

2%r. J. H. Smith: Did you read the Min-
ister's itinerary before you began to speak

MAr. (; RIFFITHS: We are here to in-
terpret the spirit of the people we repre-
sent. In nuost Australians there is the strong
instinct of commroasense. They expect us to
apply comimon sense to the legislation we
pas,6;. More than that I have nothing to say
concerning the member for East Perth, ex-
cept that I congratulate him upon the
mioderate speech he made.

Air. Richardson: He was warned about
that.

Mr. (lRtFF[THS: He painted a picture
of the Collier floverament in rather rosy
colours.

Mr. Malcy: It was not too mild.
Mr. (GRIFFITHS: One would naturally

expect that from a supporter of the Gov-
e~rnment. My object will he to paint the
picture in somewhat different colours. I do
not know that my colours ill he quite so
brilliant.

The Premier: There will be a great variety
about them.

Mr. GRiFFITHS: That was a good one
coming from the Premier. I canl always ap-
preciate a little joke, if there is anything
in it, even if it is against me. I hope the
Premier wilt accept what I have to say in a
fair- spirit, and will know that there is no
veItoin in my remarks. It is a matter for
congratulation that, onl paper at all events,
We hav-e at Surplus.

MAr. Panton: Do not spoil it.
31r. GRIFFITHS6: Even if it is not as

good as the Premier has demonstrated to
us, it shows that we are turning the corner.

Mr. Richardson: It may he a right about
turn.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Last evening the
Leader of the Opposition said certain things,
that would cause us to pause. I do not pro-
pose to go fully into those matters. We
shall have an explanation from the Premier
as to where the £57,000 is, and as to the
£00,000 or £70,000 which has been collected
by mecans of the petrol tax.

M1r. J. H. Smith: The Premier admitted
that.

Mr. GRI'FITHS:- We shall, also hear
what has been done with regard to honour-
ing our obligations to the loan trustees, and
as to reimbursements and so on. I will not
deal with those questions now. We hope that
the picture we have had placed before us as5
to the satisfactory financial position -will
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turn out to be as depicted. No one honestly try generally. The record wheat harvest
wishes that the surplus quoted by the Pre-
mfier should be other than a fact.

Air. Panton: There are many doubting
Thomases.

Mr. Lutey: Do you doubt it?
Mr. GR[FFITHS: The Leader of the

Opposition has said certain things which
should cause us to pause. Until the Premier
has explainedl the true position to us, it is
not for me to comment upon it, and I have
no more to say about it. We must wait until
the Premier has bad his say before we can
credit him with a surplus.

Mr. Richardson: We know there is not
on C.

Mr. GRIFFITIHS: I hope the Leader of
the Opposition is mistaken. 'lip member
for East Perth said there was an occasion
when the surplus that was set down on
paper had to be looked for with a micro-
smope. I hope the same thing will not be
said of this surplus.

Mr. Richardson: You would not find it
with a mnicroscope if you looked properly
for it.

The Mlinister for Railways: I should like
to have it myself.

Mr. Richardson: I would not like to have
to live upon it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Whether we had a
surplus or not, we would naturally expect
Io he close up to turning the corner and to
be in a position to have a surplus. Since
the days of the late Lord Forrest I do not
think any Government have been so fortu-
note as the Collier Government. The Pre-
mier has baa the luck of the political posi-
lion, and I congratulate him. Good luck to
him, for it is all the better for the State. It
does not matter very much who is on the
Government side of the House, so long as
they conduct the affairs of State properly,
and] give us value for the money spent.

Mr. Withers: You admit there is a sur-
plus?

Air. GRIFYFITHS: I admit nothing. I
think I shall be able to paint a picture that
is not quite so rosy as that which has been
presented to us.

The Premier: No rosy picture has been
painted.

'Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Speech states
that there has been a tremendous increase in
primary production, and that this is having
a beneficent effect upon trade and indus,-

yielded 30,041,183 bushels; the record wool
production yielded 50,182,045 lbs.; there has
been a record fruit production, with high
prices due to shortage on the London market
and of other countries' supplies; there ha,
been a record railway' revenue showing a
profit of £34,550, due mainly to the ex-
eeptional harvest; and the Speech states
that all these things should be reflected in
the State's balance-sheet. The Commnis-
sioner of Railways states that the profit onl
the railways is mainly attributable to the
harvest and the prosperity prevailing
throughout the State. Whether we have a
surplus or not, is it at all extraordinary'
that we should be getting round the corner?
I am. sure members hope that we are doing
so. At the end of the financial year I be-
iievc that 21/ million bushels of w heat extra
were carried on the railways. At 4d. a
bushel, even on one million bushels of extra
railway freight, the revenue would be £16G,-
666 13s. 4d. Two and a half million bushels
mean in extra railway freight £41,666 13S.
4d.

M\r. Lindsay: Tb e average rate is 41/4d.
Mr'. GRIFFITHS: I am giving the Gov-

ernent the benefit of the doubt. I know
Ihat a considerable extra quantity of wheat
wvas cnrried oil the railways during the
period coincident with the past year. Here
again I am giving figures wvhich I used dur-
ing my election campaign. If my figures
are not right, I stand to be corrected here
tn-day. The Premier should not ask for
more than that. I make no secret of what
.1 say when I am around electioneerinti.
The. disabilities grant, an oft-told storyv.
amounted to £353,000 for 1926-26, and
amounted to £212,000 for 1926-2T, a total
of £565,000. It has been stated that about
£25,000 was saved in interest by the receipt
of that money. If I am wrong, the Pre-
mier will correct me in his reply. At
the time I was electioneering the road
grant ran to £384,000. Later figures,
published in the Government's montly*
report of Western Australian activities
show the amount to be £03S,000, in-
cluding the main road grant of £500,000.
the £C100,000 under the migration agree-
ment, and £38,000 from State funds for the
inakiner of roads onl the Peel Estate. Under
the migration agreement £2,250,000 was bor-
rowed Ai 1 per cent., representing a savin4'
of C953,000 in interest. In respect of the
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goldfields water supply there is an annual
saving of f37.500 in interest. The Premier
will probablN take uip these figures, aiid
possibly be may show that some of thew'
are wrong. I amu a neophyte in finanet
but at the same time I want to know.
The sandalwood royalty comes to about
C-50.000, aind I understand the amount was
taken into revenue. The petrol tax, whicei
operated nine months, accounts for ap.
Jproximately X70,000. W~hen that tax ira;
mentioned here last evening-, surprise was
expressed at the largeness of the figure,
and I interjected that for the last three
months of the operation of the State tax,
before the Federal tax camne into olperation,
the collection was £E30,000 or more. Hlow-
ever, I wvas. mistaken; the collection was
£2-4,310 for the last three months of the
period during which our tax operated. It
is estimated that something in the neigh-
bourhood of £70,000 was collected through
thle State petrol tax. Then there is the
entertainments tax, which by the wa '
taxes the lowest-priced entertainments,
those patronised by workers and otherAj
who cannot afford to visit more expensive
shows. The exact figures as to that tax
are not available, but the results from it
have made possible certain humanitarian
activities on the part of the Government,'
at the same time relieving the Government
to some extent from the necessity of calling-
upon other funds. Nwas regards soldier
settlement. At the time of my electioneer-
ing it was stated that £C796,000 was the
figure involved, and it was also stated that
the saving in interest upon that item al1one
amounted to approximately £50,000. The
increased land tax of ',Sd. in the pound
was estimated to produce £C35,000.

M1r. Lindsay -. T think the amount is
£C40,000.

-Mr. GRLYFMTHS: The fig-ure I gave when
electioneering was £35,000, and so I was
on the conservative side. Here is one mat-
ter upon which I desire information. It
has been stated-if the statement is in-
correct a denial should be given-that in-
terest has been paid from loan funds on
works under construction to the extent of
£47,000. If there is a surplus, if we have
turned the financial corner, that fact is due
principally to the good season we have had
and to the energy and enterprise of our
settlers. That is the position unless the
Premier can claim that he was responsible

fur the goad season, having entered into
anl arrangement with the Almighty for it.
If such an arrangement did exist, it was ex-
cellent, and I hope the Premier will be able
to continue it for the next three or four
months.

Mr. Pan ton: That is already fixed.
Mr. GRIiFFLTHS : I shall not say more

on that aspect until we have heard the
Premier's statement. I feel quite sure the
hon. gentleman will be able to clear away
iay mists in our minds. as to these things.
I wish now for a few brief minutes to coin-
sider -the proposed financial arrangement
between the Commonwealth and the States
Recently I saw a calculation that under the
proposed arrangement New South Wales
will receive a mnatter of £2,600,000 per
annum, a -total during the 58 years'
currency of the agreement of no less than
£E162, 000,000. Victoria, I believe, is to re-
cokve £2,300,000 per annum, or a total for
the 58 years of £1I32,000,000. Western Aus-
tralia, I1 suippose, is one of those outlandish
places that really do not come into the
picture. I do not know how the thing
wvorks out comparatively, but it has been
stated that the annual contribution to thiis.
State will be £E475,000. a total for the 58
years of £27,550,000.

The Minister for Railways: You got that
from the "Sunday Tie.

MT. GR-BIFFITHS: Yes. No doubt we
shall be able to discuss thle matter more
fully when the agreement is before us. I
feel quite sure that tlhe Premier and the
House will watch the matter carefully. Thle
lproposal is not oneC which will trouble many
of us 58 years hence, but it is of the most
serious importance to those who will follow
us. I repeat, I have not the slightest doubt
that the proposed agreement will be care-
fully considered by the Chamber. I am not
so eaotistical as to believe that I am the
only one who is giving thought to the
matter. Mr. Bruce I regard as a well-
wisher of Western Australia, but Mr. Bruce
is in the same position as our Premier, and
is not always able to do as he would] like
to do. The possibility is that while in Mr.
Bruce -we hare a friend, he may be to som~e
extent tied (lown. An item of the utniost
importance in the Governor's Speech is
that referring to group settlement. It is
stated that a reclassification of group
settlement areas is proceeding. I take it
that really implies a sort of genera! stock-
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taking of the position of the settlers, with
the idea of sd arranging m~atters- that, the
settlers will be enabled to make a living.
A second sentenie in the Governor's Speech
states that a board is to be appointed for
the purpose of effectively dealing with group
settlement and adjudicating- on th2, com-
plaints of settler~i. At this Junncture let me
say that the abandonment or the merging or
whatever is being done in the matter of the
500 blocks referred to, involving an esti-
mated loss of half a million, calls for the
exhibition on our part of common sense and
courage. I am glad that the Minister for
Lands has returned to the Chamber, be-cause
I wish to congratulate him. upon his courage
in tackling the group settlement question.
I am not gOing to take up the stupid atti-
tude of saying, "I told you so," but I do
wish to emphasise the fact that in season
and out of season the Country Party have
advocated that somnething- should be Cone in
the nature of a genera! stocktaking or re-
arrangement of the groups, with a vkLw to
ascertaining whether there is any probthility
of the settlers being able to make good at
the end of five years. Further, the Country
Party have in season and ouit advocated the
establishment of the hoard now proposed.
It has been stated publicly over and over
again that a board of prictical mc-i with
statutory powers and re,;ponmible to the Min-
ister should be appointed !n control group
settlement. Those bi-o things are gi'ven
prominence to in this session's Spee-b. and
they are a practical vindlication of what we
on these cross benches have consistently ad-
vocated. A deliberate lie has been broad-
casted to the effect that the Country Party
are opposed to group scetlement. I give any
such statement a full and complete 'lenial.
As far hack as 1015 -we a-, an association
nlftrined the principle of group settiement.
Mr. Pickering, who at one time occupied a
seat in this Chamber, secured the caryingE
of the following resolutinn at a conference
attended by sonic 400 delegites:-

That this Conference am~rms the principle of
improed farmis in group areas in the South-
West Division, and that it declares its policy
to be to give practical effect thereto by provid-
ing sufficient loatn funds on a inug-dated prin-
ciple.

This was seven years hefore Sir James Mit-
chell went Home at the invitation of the
Imperial Government to fix up the migra-
tion agreement, qund it stow; that the Coun-
try Party, so far from ba'ng opposed to

group settlemnent, w~ere in complet-. sym-
pathy with it. Certainly we have criticised
various features of &roup c-ettlement. We
have said things that were nut. very palatable
to the late 'Minister for Lands. That gen-
tleman had his opinion, while we had just
as strong opinions% the- other way. W3 could
not agree with him on cci laint points, .nd in
consequence it was stated that we were op-
posed to group settlemn1t. Once and for
all I say that that statement4 is a deliberate
untruthi, We were the first to propose that
group settlement should be undertaken and
our suggestions have been ably followed up
by Sir James Mitchell. While certain cnpi-
tal has been made out of the contention that
a better arrangement wvut, made by a subse-
quent Premier, we must give Sir James 'Mit-
chell the credit for linving gone thoroughly
into the whole questioam and for having
secured tin agreement si.ch as did not exist
between thme Britizih Goivernment and any
other Australian State prior to that date!.
The Government coull, .vith advantage,
when dealing with certain matters of this
description, take the advice of members of
the Country Party, because wvho is better
qualifed than each of the seven Country
Party memuhers who "sit itn beauty side by
side' ont the eross-bencliesl

Mr. Latham: Why, not one of them r--
presents a group set tlemuent area!

Mr. GRIFFITHS5: I am talking about
agriculture generally. 1 congratulate the
Minister for Lands upon his courage in
tackling this proposition. f know be has a
hard row to hoc, but we arc into this scemain
up to our necks.

Mr. Latham: If you make dairyring attrac-
tive, it will he successful.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : The -Minister for
Lands intimated that the course decided upon
will involve the total abandonment of some
of the group holdings and the linking up
Of Others, covering somlethingi like 500 loca-
tions. I found something to reassure me in
the Mfinister's statement, for he Said that
some of the settlers might be transferred to
new holdingq, or to other holdings, bat in
no case would any settlers he placed upon a
block of an experimental description.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Thank God we
did not listen to all the eritieLqo.

Mr. GRI}TITHS: The Leader of the
Opposition encountered a lot of criticim int
respect of the wheat belt, and has come in
for a lot of criticism regarding the group
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settlenmnt as well. No nial who did ain-
thing in this world ever escaped criticism!

Mr. Maley: And the criticism against him
came from Country Party mnembers, more
than from any other section.

The Minister for Justice: Hear, hear'
Mr. GRIFFITHS: I do not think so.

There were some thines with which the
Country Party members could not agree.

Mr. Maley: What 1 state is a fact, and you
know it!

Mr. GR [FITHS: At times mnembers of
the Conitry Party have criticised the
see in respect of methods employed, but
lo say that -we have been opposed to group
! ettlcncuit is wrong.

Mr,. Maley: You know you have been
op posed to it.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Country Party inem-
hers hare not been opposed to it.

Mr. Mfaley: Too right, they have!
M.A. Wansbrough: Individual inembers

of the Country Party have been Opposed to
it.

Mr. GIiFFITHS: The member for Irwin
(11r. 'Maley) will break the ice soon, and
make a speech!

Mr. MAaley: If I could not inake a better
speech than you, I would sit down.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
11r. GRIFJITHS: The member for Irwvin

is Comical.
Mr. Maley': Your statements are comical

indeed.
M.%r. GR1IFFITHIS: Reference was made

in the Glovernor's Speech to the visit of the
ninliers of the British Parliamentry As-
.-neintion headed by the 'Marquis of Salisbury
nud the Hon. Arthur Henderson, one of the.
lenders, or the Labour Party in the House
of Commons. and appreciation expressed of
the attitude adopted by those members on
their return to England 'Mr. Maley: Why not express your own
'iewvs instead of those of someone else?

1Mr. CGR]FFITHS: Since their return to
England, members of the party have been
iprvaking about our land settlement and mi-
zration policy, and the common sense man-
icr in whih we have been handling on':
iioblems. I have seen articles written by
tIr. L~umley, MI.P., for East Hull, and by
athers who visited Western Australia with
hat delegatien, in which similar sentiments
rere expressed. At a dinner given to oar
ew Agent General, Hon. W. C. Aingwin.
ipon his arrival in London, fine speeches of

c ommendatoryv character were made by -t

number of people who had visited Western
Autfalia, and excellent reports of the
;peeehes appeared in the Press. During re-
ent Yeats we have been favoured with visits

of a notable delegation of Empire pressmen
under tlie leadership of Lord Burnbam, and
more recently a prominent Labour member,
representing the Motherwvell division in Scot-
land, visited the State as well. In fact, we
have had a string of men of note, men who
have (lone things elsewhere, passing through
Western Australia and pausing to examine
our land settlement and migration scheme.
Iam sure Western Australia is the better for

the visits of such people. Our immense
country, our difficulties, our successes, And

r piroblems will be better understood in
('onpeIuence, and as time goes on we shall
reap the benefit to be derived from visits
sneb as- those paid by people of the calibre
I have referred to. Western Australia can
reap nothing but good fromn the visits of
such people. So long as we have men of the
calibre of our new Agent General, Hon. W.
C. Angwin, and of our late Agent General,
Sir Hal Colebateb, representing us in Eng-
land, time interests of Western Australia will
lie kept in the forefront and conserved in
every way possible. On the 10th April a
muotiuoi dealing with mnigration was debated
in the House of Conmmons, preceded by a
preliminary address delivered by our Agent
General, H on. W. C. Aingwin. It appears
that our astute Agent General, immediately
ion his arrival on British soil, got into touch
with Sir Howard d'Egville, the secretary of
the British Parliamentary Association, wvlo
appropriately arranged for an address to be
delivered by Mr. Ang-win prior to the corn-
ieneement of the debate in the House. That

debate arose on a motion in the name of
Captain Edlen, who visited Austtalia with
the Empire Press Union delegation. Meam-
bers of that party visited Western Australia
somse time ago. The address delivered by
'.Ar. Angwin had a marked effect upon those
who listened to it, and that is evident from
the reports that appeared in the British
Press. ',%r. Mlackinder, who caused somne
amusemient in this Chamber when giving us
his ideas regavding smne of the people on
the group settlements, 'Mr. Lumley and Dr.
Drummiond Shiels, all spoke in fine terms re-

grding Western Australia and their exper-
iences here. It has to be remembered .that
wve hare £4,680,534 expended in connection
with group settlement affairs, and, in cause-

qeewe should take notice of the opinions
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of people who have been through the group
settlement areas in the South-West and have
been able to form independent opinions. The
motion tabled by Captain Eden and moved
by him in the flause of Commons was
couched in the Molowiug terms:-

That this Hlouse observes that over a period
of widespread depression in trade, the propor-
tion of our trade with the Empire has increased
and continues to increase, and is of opinion that,
in order to benefit the people of this country by
developing our best and most productive mar-
kets, and in order to assist those Dlominions
which so desire it, further to inecase the Brit-
ish population within its9 territories, no effort
should be spared, in co-operation with the Gov-
ernments of the Domninions, to initiate new pro-
posals and to increase the existing facilities for
settlement in the Empire overseas.

Mir. Lumuley, M..P. for East Hull, one of the
recent visiting Parliamentarians, who sec-
onded the motion, showed by statistics the:
importance to Britan of trade with the over-
seas Domninions, quoting such expors-t to Aus-
tralia and New Zealand as Axminster car-
pets, 01 per cent., newsprint, 92 per cent.,
and the good percentages of steel girdersi,
writing paper, electric wires, etc., and eon-
eluded by putting in a strong plea for more
Imperial expenditure to assist migration to
and settlement in British Domiaions in these
words-

Is our credit never to be used for the Ens-
piire? I would point to Western Australia,
,where there is, I think, a completely unanimous
desire to proceed as swiftly and as strongly
as possible in a policy of development of that
State, but lhew long c-an that State, wvith its
very limited resources, bear the burden of a
great semne like that which they are under-
taking in their group settlement nrea9 lIe not
the time already approaching when they will
be unable to continue that scheme? I would ask,
cannot the Treasury have some vision in this
matter, -and at any rate help that State? Can
they not ait least consider whether it would not
be possible to make a 50-50 rule under the Em-
pire Settlement Art?

Mr. 'Mackinder, MYL. for Shipley in York-
shire, another of our visitors, also spoke at
considerable length referring to Mr. Ang.
win's address, the cost of settling men on the
groups and the training they received at
Catteriek. Another of onr parliamentary
visitors, Dr- Drummond Shiels, M.P. for
Edinburgh East, gave utterance to the fol-
lowNing:

I .am convinced that it is only in Queens-
land and Western Australia that a migrant
without capital has really any chance of success
at all. It is, however, quite ridiculous to spn
people, as ula have done, out to Western Aus-

tralia to these group settlements, which are all
fur dairy farming, and sonme of these nfolr-
tunate peopic do not know one cad of a cow
from the other. This is a very tragic situation
idnen you have got to milk a cow, and there
are many other points like that which make
the lot of these people very difficult. It is a
terrible tragedy that since the war Britain has
spent £88,0,UJJU& in public relief largely for
unemployment, and yet we have nothing to show
for it. if we spent that money now in a big
schenme of this kind both at Home and abroad,
it would be a real Asset not only to our couni-
try hut to the Empire.
Other speakers wvere Major Astor, Lieut.-
CoT. Gault and Miss Bondield. Col. L. C.
Amnery, the Secretary of State for Dominion
Affairs, closed the debate in a very able
and informative speech, remarking, inter
alim-

To-night's debate has, to mne at any rate,
been full of encouragemcnt. It has been on a
laigh level and on a practical note throughout;
'a debzati, not a disputation, hut of co-operation
in which everyone has contributed his share of
hnowl'dge and ideas towards the moulding of
.a great policy which is entirely above party and
which we aill feel to be vital to the life of the
nittion.

Thle motion was put and carried without a
dissentient voice. These people have ex-
pressed their confidence in us and it be-
hioves every man, irrespective of party, to
do everything possible to make the grouip
settlement scheme a success. I am- con-
vinced that it can he made skircessfnl. I
listened with interest to the specer of the
Leader of the Opposition last night, 'n
which lie referred to what had heen done
with regard to the introduction of new
plants and in finding new uses for various
types of land in Western Australia. I can
take hion. mnembers to various places in the
wheat belt where, until a few years ,ago,
land was said to be useless but where to-
day, because of the adoption of proper
methods, there are quite reasonably good
properties. Of course they are not equaal
to forest country.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is a
good point to make. Land that was
deser ted a few years ago is now turned to
proftable use.

Mr. Lindsay: But it -was not the fault of
the land.

lion. Sir James 'Mitchell: No, the price
of wheat had a good deal to do with it.

Mr. QEIFFITHS: Undonbktdly that in-
fluzenced the position a good deal. Having
dealt with the Parliamentary Association
let me refer to the remarks made by the
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member for Northam last night. I knew
Mr. Walter Gale fairly well before he left
this State, and had met him. on several
occasions since. He has now passed away.
Although I am not a Western Australian
by birth, I can quite understand the feeling
that prompted the member for N~orthami to
speak of Mr. Gale's death. That gentle.
man was a faithful servant of this House
for ten years and for the last 26 or 27
years carried out similar duties in the Fed-
eral House. Something like 47 of on'. 80
members are members of the Parliamentaryv
Association. All of them should be mem-
hers, as I understand all the Federal Par-
liamentarians are. Mr. Gale was secretary
for Australia of the Parliamentary Associa-
tion and it would be fitting if we expressed
sympathy with his relatives. 1 hope the
mnember for Northam -will move in that
direction. Let we now refer to the
Federal aid roads grant. I gather
from the Goverinent monthly report
that £6500,000 has been expended from
the grant, £100,000 under the migra-
tion agreement and £38,000 of State funds
for the Peel Estate. One matter about
which I am concerned and which should not
be regarded from a party standpoint is
whether for this great expenditure on
roads we are getting value. To illustrate
may point let me give one instance of many
that have been brought uinder my notice.
In other electorates, I believe, road work
has been done in a more glaringly wasteful
fashion than in the instance I am about to
mention. Some years ago I- stated in this
'House that a road had been cleared from
'Vorth Enandee to Kununoppin, a dista-ee
of 30 odd miles, by the local authorities,
and that a Government party then camf
along-men who had been unemployed-
and put in a duplicate road.

H-on. Sir James Mitchell: They let the
contract; the department did the work and
then the contractor camne along and cleared
a second road.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : B9aa odee seems un-
fortunate. A thousand pounds was pro-
vided for a stretch of road south of Baan-
(lee and, without warning- the local authori-
ties or calling for tenders, a gang of men
were put on to the -work and the thousand
pouinds was spent. The local road board'.-
engeineer measured up the work andl
estimated that the board could have con-
structed the road for £600, and I believe

(41

that amount would have provided for a
road three feet or four feet wider.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: On the same specifi-
cationi

-Mr. GRIFFITH S : Yes, and properly
gravelled. The road constructed by the
gang'O was not properly gravelled or con-
structed and Would not have been passed
by the local engineer. There are big sums
involved in our programme of road con-
struction. We are getting these large sums
of money pretty easily, and it is the duty
of Parliament to see that the money is
properly used.

The -Minister for Mines: I do not -'now
about its being got easily. We are findiii:
half.

Hion. Sir James Mitchell: The Fedecral
Government are providing £1 to our 15s.

The Minister for Mines: And it costs
something for administration.

Air. Mann: What, 25 per cent. for ad-
ministration!

Mr. Corboy: No.
Mr. Clydesdale: The 'Main Roads Board

aire doing good -work.
The Minister for Justice: Who said that

administration costs 25 per cent.
Mr. Sampson: The Minister for Minah.
The Minister for MNines: I did not, If

you like to tell untruths, you can.
Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell: The Minister

should withdraw that remark.
Mr. SPEAKER : Ordier !.
The Minister for.Mines: I shall not with-

draw it. He should not put wordis into my
month.

Mr. Sampson: You should int acknow-
ledge it.

The Minister for Mines: You were asleep
when I made the interjection.

Mlr. SPEAKER:- Order !
Mr. GRIFFITHS : I do not intend to

dwell on the subject of roads at any
greater length, though I believe the member

froday (Mr. Lindsay) can give other
instances.

Thc Premier: Youi should tnot wire away
his speech.

Mr. ORIFITHS: I have discussed the
matter with him,. I think the member for
Tilgarn (Mr. Corhoy) also knows some-
thing of a duplicate road in his district that
ends nowhere.

Mr. Corboy:- If you know about it, go on.
'Mr, GRIFFITHS: It is in your con-

sb tuency.
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Mr. Corboy: You are displaying an ab-
solute ignorance of the whole of the facts.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am guided by what
iMr. Bomber said.

Mr. Corboy: If you rely on him, you
would rely on anything.

Mr. GRIFFITHS5: I cannot speak as to
that, but I know it was in the Press. The
Main Roads Board admit that they got into
a lot of trouble over that road.

Mr. Corboy: That is perfectly true.
'Mr. GRIF'FITHS: Well, what is wrong?
The SPEAKER: The member for Avon

must address the Chair.
Mr. Corboy: Find out what you are talk-

ing about.

Mr. 0-RIFFJTHS: I am not talking about
it at all. Mfembers laugh, but the miember
for Vilgarn can tell us about that road.

Mr. Corboy: Of course I can, but you
cannot. Why bring it up if you do not
want to t-ik about it?

Mr. GRIFFITHS- 1 am not concerned
about the road; I merely referred to the hon.
member.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
address the Chair or resume his seat.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I must commend the
Minister for Agriculture upon his attitude
to experimental work. Experimental farms
aire being established in what have been re-
gLarded as risky areas, hut I believe they will
be proved to 'be less risky than is generally
thought.

Mr. Corboy: You yourself said they would
produce only a bushel to the acre.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: D~id I?
Mr. Corboy: Yes-
The Premier: That was in the paper, too,

so it must be right.
'Mr. GRIFFITHS: The information camne

firom the Statistician.
Mr. Corhoy. I saw a letter over -your

own signature in which you mande that state-
menit.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: There is no doubt that
other countries are adopting a very definite
attitude towards the scientific aspect of
turning. Western Australia is forging ahead
and is now adopting a proper attitude to the
questioa of scientific agriculture. Dr. Rich-
ardson. of South Australia, is engaged on a
campaign to increase the wheat production
of that State to a minimum of 50,000,000
bushels. Hle says it is possible to increase
the average yield per acre by three to five

bushels. In Victoria Attention is being given
to the important question of increasing the
acreage yield and in the Wimniera district,
where the farmers talk of bags and not
bushel;, the average of nine bushels 20 years
ago has been increased to nine bags. Mr.
Sutton has assured us that there is no reason
why we should not obtain a 15 bushel aver-
age and what a splendid future that would
open up for Western Australia. When the
Leader of the Opposition was speaking last
night 1 muede an interjection in reply to his
statement about old land becoming worked
out. When the es-Agent General, Sir Hal
Colebatch, reently returned from Europe,
he spoke of the remarkable change that had
come over Italy. He was reported as fol-
lows:-

lie spoke of his visits to 'Italy on his retur .i
journey to Australia, and of the intense pro-
'luetiou carried on there in order to meet the
requirements of the increasing population. Italy,
indeed, furnished a woaderful example of what
was possible in the way of increasing wheat pro-
duction. Tn July, 1925, a committee was set
up to see to it that Italy produced the grain
that she consumed. Thio purpose was to make
each hectare grow more grain by (1) better seed
selection, (2) improved fertilisers and tech-
ideal equipmflxt, andI (3) fixity of prices. The
result of Italy's effort has been described by
an English writer as follows:-' 'The whole
rural community set to work to chieek the inm-
portations of cereals which, M3ussolini said, con-
stitutedi the most voracious gnawing maggots
of the country's economy, for Italy's adverse
trade halance was half (Inc to these iniporta-
liens;. The extraordinary thing is that tinder
intensive propaganda and consequent work,
wvithin a ycaC' the crop was enormously in-
crease-d. Indeed, more than half the necessary
extra production has been a thieved to avoid
arai, importation. If the Permanent Grain
Commissionk continues. with the same 'educa-
tional vigor for another 10 years, Italy will
not be dependent on foreign grain at all.''

No record is available of the average yield
in Italy prior to the compaign and since it
was undertaken. Sir Hal said that the land
of Italy generally was not as good as that of
Australia. When -we study the results of the
cropping competition in this State, there is
no reason why Mr. Sutton's ambition should
not he realised.

Hon. Sir James Mfitchell: Our land is;
practically aill new. There is not much old
land.

Mr. GRIFFITHS5:
we are all right.
cropping competition-
the value of those

No, in that respect
T[he results of the

fully demonstrated
competitions. The
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winner in No. 1 zone was J. D. Ham-
mond, of Kellerberrin, wvho cropped 567
acres in 1904 for a yield of 23 bushels 9i
lbs. per ac-re; in 1925, 480 acres 22 bushels
26 lbs. per acre; and in 1926, 781 acres 20
bushels 43 lbs. per acre. Now I am again
going to refer to my friend the member for
Toodyay (1Mr. Lindsay) who came second in
these cropping competitions. He cropped
390 acres, 380 acres and 472 acres in the
three respective years and his average yields
were 26 bushels, 35 lbs.;, 23 bushels, 24 lbs.;
and 19d bushels, 35 lbs. It will thus he seen
that the increasing of the -wheat average
to the stage that Mr. Sutton is hoping for,
is not, after all, such a far-fetched proposi-
tion as it would appear to he. The average
-vield in Western Australia is affected by the
great urea of new land that is coming into
cultivation; that tends to reduce the average.
The competitions, however, are being fos-
tered and supported by the Agricultural De-
partmsent and the Agricultural Society, and
I believe the departments are actively con-
cerned in trying to bring about that increasedl
production we all desire to see. I desire to
make some reference to experimental farms
and to offer a suggestion that may appeal
to the Minister. Some little time ago I had
a conversation with a member who sits on
the Ministerial side of the House, on the sub-
ject of Murest- College and the Narrogin
Farm School. He expressed the view-and
the same view was uttered by the member
for Gascoyne (Nlr. Anglo)-that the stud-
ents at Msuresk should be given the oppor-
tunity to spend a few days at the Merredin
State Farm. It was argued, and I think
quite rightly, that the students are in a some-
what damp area, and that at Merredin they
would see things in a different light, which
would he very good for them. The pro-
posal if curried into effect, would not cost
yery much. The member for Gascoyne made
a similar suggestion when speaking at Met-
redin on the occasion of the Merredin field
day, and he stated that the lads could be
camped at the Mferredin farm. I ain sure
the boys would enjoy tbe outing and they
would spe how the operations were conducted
at that State farm. The Minister for Agri-
culture at that time did not express any
opinion about the proposal; at the same time
I commend the idea to him because I con-
sider it will be in the interests of the stud-
ets; to tat-c them there, principally because
of the fact that it will add to their general
knowledgec. If it did nothing else, the visit

would foster a spirit of inquiry. I notice
that in the legislative programme of the
Government it is proposed to submit Bills
to deal with closer settlement, public hospi-
tals, local Government, an amendment of the
Constitution, the Public Service, workers'
compensation, the regulation of mines and
the electoral laws. I read in the "West
Australian" that the Government are to be
asked to bring, forward a Bill to constitute
a development commission, the idea being
that that commission should precede town
planning legislation. The municipal council
also consider that there should he local con-
trol of central services, such as water sup-
plies, sewerage and transportation other than
the railways. We in this House have often
expressed the cpinion that the public utilities
in thle metropolitan area should be controlled
by a trust or a board, as is the case in the
Eastern capitals, and in other parts of the
world. Evidently the City Council hold the
view that the time is ripe when action of
some such description should be taken, It
is interesting to note the extent to which in
the city the civic sense appears to he grow-
ing. In the "West Australian" of a few
days ago I read an article on the town plan-

rs' vision, of the city in 25 years' time.
Let me say that that vision may not he so
imaginative as would appear at the first
blush. We must not forget that an airship
basie is to be established in the vicinity of
Perth in the not distant future, and it has
been definitely stated that we shall be able
to travel from here to Great Britain in 11
days. 'When we realise also the changes
that are taking place in regard to many
activities, such as wireless, we must not be
surprised at the progress that will come about
in the near years to come. We know that
it is now possible to communicate with Eng-
land from Uelbourne almost instantan-
eously, whilst the growth in many other
directions, being as rapid as, it is, is tend-
ing towards the realisation of the vision of
our City in 25 years' time. Another matter
that should not escape attention is the cele-
bration of the centenary of the State. We
understand fromn the Press that the question
is being- given consideration, but I think the
time is ripe when a programmne should take
something like definite shape. Reverting to
the Perth municipal authorities-and it is
satisfactory to know that there is a live
mayor in cotrl-the proposals that they
have mande in respect of thle control of the
va ri ous metropolitan netivitics, aotlier than
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the railways, are worthy of the attention of
the Government. I asked a question to-day
regarding the electoral rolls, but I would
like it understood that I have no serious
complaint to make in respect of the else-
torate [ represent, though I know that there
have been complaints from other electorates.
I believe the reply the Minister gave was
that everything connected with the State rolls
was all right, that they were not unduly in-
tiated. At any rate, the Minister will pro-
bably he able to satisfy himself that the
position is not as hats been stated. What I
wish to draw the Minister's attention to is
the hours at which the 11o11s, State and Fed-
eral, close, one being at 7 o'clock and the
other at 8 o'clock. This is responsible for
at good deal of confusion, Of course we
know that the electors should be aware of
the posilion, but the fact remains that many
people are under the impression that the
State polls closed at 8 o'clock and conse-
q!uently failed to record their votes.

Mr. Sampson: The hours should certainly
bea niforni.

.Mr. GRIIFFITHS: Yes, and so should the
rolls, but I suppose there are obstacles in
the way of uniformity in the rolls. I sup-
pose it is a matter of boundaries. Possibly
the difficulty may be swvept away when we get
a Bill to amend the boundaries. I have a
feeling that something of the sort is likely
to come before us in the near future. If it
will have the effect of doing away with dupli-
cations, the result should be very satisfac-
tory.

-.%r. Sampson: There is no indication of
a Redistribution of Seats Bill.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: At the last elections
the votes recorded in the electorates of Men-
zies, M1ount -Margaret, Hnnnans, Yilgarn,
and Coolgardie totalled 1,852. 1 represent
5,235 electors, while the members for the
districts I mentioned represent 134 at Men-
zies, 212 at Mount Mlargairet, 422 at Han-
nans, 607 at Yilgarn and 477 at Coolgardie.
Those arc the votes that were actually re-
corded. I recorded all those put together
and there were many to spare. The five
seats I have mentioned have a total enrol-
ment of 3,750 electors as against 5,235 ee-
tors enrolled for the Avon constituency.
That iyi to say. my constituency is equal to
the fiv'e seats mentioned, with 1,4815 electors
to spare.

Mr-. A. Wansbromigh: WVhat is the differ-
ece in area!

-Mr. GRIFFITHS: I doa not know that
the hon. member should bring the North-
West idea about areas into the question. I
do not know that he can say much about the
Menzies constituency, for instance. I men-
tion these points in no carpiing spirit, but
merely wish to draw the attention of the
House to facts as they are with a view to
indicating that the time is ripe for a redis-
tribution of electoral boundaries. As a
matter of fact, the redistribution should
have been carried out a long time ago, and
the anomalies to which I have referred
should certainly receive attention. If I can
be said to equal the representation of five
other seats, what can he said regarding the
member for Canning (Mr. Clydesdale) who
represents a constituency having 17,000 elec-
tors on the roll 9 Of him it may be Maid that
he represents 15 seats. It is high time that
something was done to get rid of such
anomalies.

Mr. Sleeman: Would you cut the ciev-
torates up evenly?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Don't be silly:
Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes, that is a silly

interjection.
Mr. Sleeman: Of course it is when it

comes to your point of view, but not for the
North-West.

Mr. GRIFlFITHS: Another important
matter relates to the amendment to the Ver-
min Act of 1018 and the furtLer amend-
ments, to which assent was given on 3rd
January, 1921.

iMr. Sleeman: That was a good Act.
MUr. Latham: Yes, for the pastoralists.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: When we debated the

amendments to the Vermin Act, it was esti-
mated that the tax to be imposed would
bring in for the year 19Ni-28, £10,600 from
the pastoralists and £30,500 from the agricul-
turists. That tax was on the basis of 1d. in
the pound for the pastoral areas and 1/d. in
the pound for the agricultural areas. See-
ing that sheep are distributed practically on
a fifty-fif ty basis as between the pastoral
and agricultural areas, we claim that the
contributions levied under the taxing pro-
visions of the Act should be something like
on a fifty-fifty basis. Owving to the heavy
valuation placed upon land in the South-
Western division of the State, it was felt at
the time that a tax of 'Yzd. in the pound was
excessive. Of course I know the 'Minister
will say that that tax was asked for.

Mr. Latham: Who asked for it ?
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Mr. G1RIFFITHS: It was mentioned at
certain deputations, but we need not go into
that aspect now.

Mr. Latharn: Who mentioned it?
The Minister for Lands: Some of your

own constituents asked for it.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: Some of them may

have done so.
The Minister for Lands: And you ran

away from it.
Air. GRIFFITHS: 1 do not know that I

did.
The Minister for Lands: No, but the mem-

ber for York did.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: If the proposals I ad-

vaneed had been adopted, they would have
meant imposing similar taxation on the pas-
toralists and the agriculturists alike. The
Minister assured us that if it were found
that too much -was raised by way of taxa-
tion on the basis fixed in the Act, the posi-
tion would be reviewed.

Hion. Sir James Mfitchell: He must bring
regulations before the House.

-,%r. GRIFFITHS : The member for
Kattanning (Mfr. Thomson) proposed in the
House that the rate of tax to be paid by the
farmer should be one-eighth of a penny in
the pound. That proposition was ridiculed
by some hon. members but it is to the credit
of the Leader of the Opposition that he sup-
ported arn amendment moved by the member
for Kittanning to fix the rate at one-eighth
of a penny in the pound. I will quote Sir
James 'Ifitehell's words, for they set out the
point I wish to make. Sir James said-

I only wish the Housle to be fair and not
say to one section, ''You must pay four times
more than another section."' Pastoralists have
told me they do not want the North to pay4

for the South, or thle South for thle North.
While the agricultural landi will grow in value
land contribute more by way of taxation, and
while a great deal more agricultural land wvill
be selected and will pay taxation, the pastoral
tax caninot be increased during the first 15
years of a lease, and there is not likely to be
much pastoral land taken up to add its con-
tribution to the fund.

It is claimed by many farmers that they are
paying four times as much by way of ver-
min tax as the3' should be called' upon to
pay. I want to know if that is correct.

The Minister for Lands: And they need
the legislation four times as much as the
other section.

-Mr. GRIFFITHS: I tried to fin& out
how much was credited to vermin tax pay-
ments from the pastoral and agricultural

areas respectively. In a letter I received
from the Agricultural Department, in reply
to a communication from me asking for the
information I sought, the official statement
contained the following:-

I ami iii receipt of yours of the 21st instant
relative to rates levied under the Vermin
Act Amendment Act, and beg to advise in
answer to your questions: (1) My latest advice
on this matter is that all the assessments have
not yet been sent out, anti that no records were
being kept diffi'rcntiating between the two
s-lasses of land rating, as no instructions had
beeni issued to do0 so and that if such were to
he dlone, the cost of collection would lie con-
siderably increased.

Hion. Sir James Mitchell: Separate forms
arc sent out, so records must be kept.

Mr. Lindsay: There is a report every year
showing land tax payments so that the
figures must be kept separately.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yet it is stated that
the cost of collection would be considerably
increased if the details were kept separately'!
To the man who is paying four times as
much as lie should be called upon to
pay, it would seem that the cost of em-
ploying an extra clerk to keel) the details
sep~arately would not be a serious matter.
The member for York (Mr. Latbam) has
been asking questions regarding the dog
tax under the Vermin Act. There hus
been a good deal of dilscussion amongst
farmers in my constituency as to why
the schedule was not included in the
Act and wvhy no definition of a vermin
proof fence was included as well. Onl the
other hand, the defining- of what is an
adequate dog-proof fence is left wh-olly
with thle Chief Inspector of Rabbits, MA~r.
C. J. Craig. I have looked carefully
through the different Acts and while there
is a definition of a rabbit-proof fence, and
other fences, I find that those definitions
would not apply to the requirements for a
dingo-proof fence. I have noticed in the,
Press recently that the Chief Inspector of
Rabbits was the real person charged with
the responsibility of deciding what shoul
be done. I understand he has fixed the
height of a dingo-proof fence at 6ft.

Mr. Lindsay: The fence has to be con-
structed to the satisfaction of the chief
inspector.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We contend that that
is handing over too much power to the
chief inspector, and claim that those par-
ticulars should he specified in a schiedule
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included in the Act. Nbr. Bruce Leake is
an authority on dingoes and dingo trap-
ping, and he favours a high fence. On the
other hand, many people say they have
been able to keep out the ding1oes with a
fence less than Oft. in height. The problem
has given rise to mutch argument, and if the
height of a fence is fixed permanently at
Oft., I am afraid hardly any settler will be
able to claim exemption from the tax atfier
going to the expense of putting up Fences
Sft. l0in, in height, fences that are ab-so-
lately dingo-proof.

Mir. Lindsay: It is necessary to havea a
sort of verandah on the fence as well.

Mr. GRIFFITHtS: Yes. It is necessary'
to have a 2ft. overlap. Mr'. Bruce Lealle
informed me that it was the only way to
keep out the dingoes. But he claimed that
it was not so much the dingo that had to-
be kept out as the half-wild dogs.li
claimed that the latter would go tbroagli
places that a dingo would never tacklei.
There is a strong feeling in the country
that farmers are contributing more than
they should be asked to pay, in view of
the smaller levy onl the pastoralists. They
do not mind paying if the tax is fixed on
a fair basis. f would like some informa-
tion on the point as to whether the farmner.e
are paying four times as much as are the
pastoralists. I want that information so
that I can discuss the question with the
people who are vitally concerned. If that
is the position, something should be done
to rectify it. So discontented are some of
the farmers that a conference has been
convened for the 19th August at Beverley
to discuss among other things the "super-
vermin tax" and "exemption by rabbit-
proof fencing." I have been invited to
attend the conference at which many road
hoards will be -represented. For that reason
I would like to have some information re-
gairding these contributions.

Mr. Teesdale: Tell them that the pastor-
alists pay for two boards.

Mr. Lindsay: So do the agriculturists.

The Minister for Justice: Just for one
short Period, tlint is all.

Mr. Teesdale. Yes, hut these people are
growling about the halfpenny!

Mr. Sampson: There is grave dissatisfac-
tion revardintg the operations, of the Vermin
Act.

Mr. GRIEFITHS: Mr. Craig has supplied
the following specifications for the con-
struction of a dog and rabbit-proof fence--

A fence not less than fift. high with the top
overhanging outwards at an angle of about
45 degrees. Rabbit netting fin, in the ground
and Sft. above. Sheep netting 3ff. wide above
the rabbit netting, and the final barbed wire
above the netting as previonsly stated, not less
than OfL. high. Posts to be not more than
13f t. apart.

The Minister for Justice: That is a goodl
fence.

Sitting suspended from 6.16 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I had not intended to
continue speaking beyond the tea interval,
lbut before sittingw down I should like to
stress one phase of the agricultural industry,
namely, the vital necessity for research
wvork. All progressive countries have found
by experience that research must precede
education in agriculture if permanent and
effective results are to he obtained. Research
is anl insurance against the future. Without
it agriculture will stand still and the teach-
ing of agriculture have but little meaning.
I have read recently that every bushel per
acre added to Australia's wheat yield means
an additional £2,500,000 per annum. I men-
tioned earlier the objective of the Education
Department in conjunction with the agricul-
tural societies and the fertiliser people with
the idea of securing a 15 bushel average in
the State. When I speak of research and of
what the chemists and biologists have done.,
I would point to the fact that every insect
and fungoid pest that can be brought under
control brings great wealth to the commun-
ity, and in regard to stock management,
every contributer to our knowledge helps to
add to the prosperity of the community as a
whole. I have read a good deal of late about
wihat other countries are doing in point of
agricultural research. Here is a little item of
may reading. At first I thought it was
scarcely fair to Australia, but when we eon-
sider what other countries have done, it may
he that it is not far from the mark. It
reads as follows:-

Thit wain differenr* betweeni Australia1 and
other ccnntri-s is inl the 11ationall senltimnent to-
wards agriculture. Countries like the IThited
States of Amnerica, Canada, South Africa, D)en-
mark, and .Japau, not only believe that agri-
culture is tile basis of the country's wealth,
bitt they tranislate this belief into uetion.
TheFe nations think in terms of Agriculture.
This attiturle finds practical expression iii the
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liberality with which agricultural research is
supported by State funds and the readincss
with whihi they are prepared to map out po11-
cc for stc~ady continuous development ovler
long periods.

N)hen we comle to think of what the them-
Lcts and bivooists have dlone for agriculture
we remember that it was in 1901 the
late l~iIliani Frrer produced his famous
Feetiation wheat. ]t has been calculated
that this hasi meant a gain to Vittoria alone
oft £500,000 per annum for the past 1.5
years. iMr. Farrer during his 20 years work
produeed no fewer than 3:1 vaities; of
wheat. There is a long list of chemists
who have done much for agriculture, and a
very interesting story could lie makde out of
it. However, I will not go into detaiis,
miore than to say that 11r. WVilliam lFarrer
-we have a lpnpil of his in Mr-1.G .
Stton of this State- was a great Austra-
lian, whose influence can be seen in ever,,
ripening hield of wheat in Victoria and New
South Wae.There is one more sublect.
It coniceras my own electorate. [ have left
it till the last becauise, whilst I will not
deal fully w-ithi it to-nighlt. T want the
'Boil.e whten the motion, of which I gave
notice this afternoon. conies up for dliseus-
sion, to be in a position to say' whether the
claim E shall make is not a proper one.
Under the heading- of "Western Auistralian
Activities" there appeared in a newspaper
the announcme nt that work has been
stanrted on the Ejanding-Northwards rail-
wtay with a. spur of 77 miles. I
asketd the Premier to-night on what
date the Ejanding-Northwnrds line was
anthorised and also when the Yarramonm-
Eastwards line was authorised. Of course
the Premier knew that T already knew, hot
f wanted the statement from him Just to
showv that the Ejandingl-Northwards li,
was authorised seven or eight months agro,
whereas the Yarramnony-';nSt wards line wa-4
nthorised 3 years ago. The people liv-
ing( along- that stretch of country have been
there for 19 years. We have nothing- to
indicate that that line is not to he built out
of loan fuinds. Possibly some people max-
have knowledge that money: obtained under
the migration agreement is to he ntilised.
If so, of course we cannot complain. but if
the line is to be built out of ordinaryv loan
funds-, T say the delay is a distinct breach
of faith. T think it will be a most unfair
thing if the Ejanding line is to be started
before the Yarramony line. However, I

shall not dwell further upon that at
lpreseilt. All that I1 wish to say in concln-
sion is that whilst the Premier may take
exception to Sonic of the remarks I have
mnade to-nigt-

The Premier: Not at all.
Mr. (IUFTHS: At all events if there

lie anything that [1 and my colleagues on
this side can do to assist the progress of
the country, we shall unhesitatingly do it.

Onl motion by the Premier, debate ad-
.Jom-ned.

EILL-SJPPI.Y (NO. 1)-E,913,500.
II etulrne(d fromia tire Council withouit

amelQrid in en t.

House adjourned at 7.42 pIm.

iCleielative Council,
Thursday, 4th August, 1927.

Questlons: Group Settement
State grants, payment .. ..

Minister~al Statemtent: -Siectoral enrolment
Motlion: Traffic Act, to disallow regulatlons
Address-I-reply, fourth day................
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The 1PI0-SIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION--GROUP SETTLEMENT.

Hon. W. J. MANN asked the Chief See-
reta ry: 1, How many locations were there

on tile gronpr settlement books at .30th
.June, 1927? 2, How many settlers were on
those lofcations (a) at 30th June, 1926; (b)
at 31st 1)ecember, 1926; (c) at 30th June.
1927? 3, How many settlers have been
placed on locations left by previous holders
in the periods (a) 1st. July, 1926, to 31st
December, 1920: (b) 1st January, 1927, to
.30th JUnle, 19271 4, How many locations are
to be (a) abandoned; (b ) linked uip with
other holdings? 5, How many locations are
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