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Chief Secretary that there is under the ad-
ministration of the Lunacy Department a
large tract of land overlooking the area in
question, and as the department are now
well provided with all the land likely te be
needed by them in the future, this traet
might be released and thrown open for selec-
tion. Then the settlers whose blocks are
gradually being crept over by the water could
remove themselves to the tract referred to,
which is safe from floods, and yet of equal
agricultural value with their present hold-
ings. From the proposal there would be
some financial gain to the Government,
whilst the local governing body coneerned,
the Fremantle Road Board, would be relieved
of a large area of dead land, of which they
have too much. At present that large traet
of land pays no rates although roads have
to be maintained in its vicinify. I support
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply.

On motion by Hon, J. Ewing debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 5.56 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

SWEARING IN OF MEMBER.

The Minister for Railways (Hon. J. C.
Willeock—Geraldton) took and subscribed
the oath, and signed the roll.

QUESTION—ELECTORAL ROLLS.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Justice: I, Has he read the newspaper re-
port which states: “18,000 electors. The
State roll has them. But the Federal roll
hasn’t”? 2, Can he explain how it is that
there is such a diserepancy? 3, Is it eor-
reet that there ave large numbers of names
on the Legislative Assembly rolls dupli-
cated, being on more than one roll, also
large numbers that should be eancelled? 4,
Is it correct that large numbers are still
unenrolled? 5, Is it proposed to do any-
thing te bring rolls up to date?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1, No. 2, According to the latest popula-
tion returns and allowing for unqualified
adults, it is estimated that the total number
of persons eligible for Legislative Assembly
enrolment is, in round flgures, at least
210,000. 3, No. 4, No. 5, All rolls are
undergoing daily revision, Between 22nd
Febroary and 30th June last the figures
are—new names added, 8,538; alterations
of address, 1,828; names struck off, 9,910,
No further speeial action is considered
necessary.

QUESTIONS (2)—MATN ROADS
BOARD.

FRoad Tehicles.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What is the number of motor
cars and trucks, respectively, purehased by
the Main Roads Board since it eame into
operation? 2, What number of sulkies, if
any, was purchased by the Main Roads
Roard during December, 1926, and January
and February, 19277 3, How many of them
are in commission, and how many of them
are at the Government Stores? 4, Were
the sulkies obtained and purchased through
the Tender Board? 5, If not, why not?
6, Does the Main Roads Board obtain all
its equipment throngh the Tender Board?
7, If not, why not?

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM (for the Min-
ister for Works) replied: 1, Cars 15, trucks
24, 2, December, nil; January, 3; Ilebra-
ary, 2; total 5. 3, Four in commission, 1 at
Government Stores. 4, Yes. 5, See 4. 6,
Yes. 7, See 6.
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Chairman’s Absence.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Under whose instructions is the
ehairman of the Main Roads Board absent
from the State? 2, If on departmental
duty, what parts of the world is be visiting,
and for what purposes? 3, On what date
did he leave the State, and on what date
s he expected to return?

Hon, J. CONNINGHADM (for the Min-
ister for Works) replied: 1, The Govern-
ment, 2, Italy, France, England, United
States of America, and possibly Canada;
his duty being to study the methods em-
ployed in eonstructing the various classes
of roads, and to give particular attention
to plant and equipment uséd to provide for
economical and efficient work being done.
3. 17th January, 1927, is the date on which
he left the State, and he is due to return
about the end of November.

QUESTION—GOVERNMENT MOTOR

CARS,

Mr. LATHAM asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What is the number of Govern-
ment motor ears that have been sold or other-
wise disposed of for the six months cnded
30th June, 19279 2, What was thz total
amount obtained from such sales?

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM (for the Minis-
ter for Works}) replied: 1, Seven, 2, £131.

QUESTION—VERMIN FENCE,
STANDARD.

Mr., LATHAM asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is it a faet that the standard
of vermin fence fixed for the State is con-
siderably above that which is set out in Part
T. of the second schedule of the Vermin Aet,
19192 2, If so, on whose authority was such
a high standard fixed? 3, Will he sec that
the Aect is admiristered so that ceriificates
may issue as provided for by Section 104 of
the Act of 18102

Hon. H. MILLTNGTOXN (for the Minis-
ter for Agriculture) replizd: 1, No; ex-
cepting when a settler applies for exemption
from payment of rates under Section 100a.
3, Subsection (1) of Seetion 100a, pro-
vides that owner of holding shall not be
liable for rate if his holding is enclosea with

a fence to the satisfaction of the chief in- »
spector. 3, The Act is being administered
in aecordance with Parliament’s deeision.

QUESTION—LABOUR BUREAU AND
GOVERNMENT WORK.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Premier. 1, Is
it the policy of the Government that a!l men
picked up for Governmen: work must be
picked up through the Labour Burean? 2,
If so, will he have instructions issued to
departmental heads so that this course will
be followed in the fature? 3, If not, will
he make a statement to that effect, so that
the men following up at the burear will
know the trne position?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. ', This
is a standing instrmetion. 2, Answered by
No. 2.

QUESTION—GROUP SETTLEMENT,
INSPECTION.

Mr. ANGELO asked the Premier: 1, In
view of the large sums already expended on
eroup settlements and the ecortainty thut this
House will shortly he asked to vote more
money for the same purprse, will ke ar-
range for honourable memb.ry, accompanied
by responsible officers, to visit the various
settlements, including the Peel Estate, have
the various schemes fully explained to them,
and give thetn an opportunity to see for
themselves what progress has been made and
obtain some idea as to the ultimate ~uecess
of the undertakings? 2, If so, will e ar-
range for the inspections to be made before
any further debate on group sett!aments
takes place in this Chamber and before the
Estimates are considered?

The PREMIER replied: i, Ample oppor-
tunity has been afforded to members to visit
the groups. DPortion of these are situ-
ated near the metropolitan area, and mem-
bers desirous of so doing ean inspeei these
and arrive at their own conclusions. 2,
Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—METROPOLITAN PUBLIC
MARKET,

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: Will he advise: (a) The pro-
posed location of the wmetropolitan public
market, as authorised by Purliament in the
1926 session? (b) The probable date of the
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completion of the construelion?
personnel of the trust?
The MINISTER FOR AGRICCLTURE

replied: (a}, (b), (¢). The matter iz under
consideration.

{c) The

COMMITTEES FOR SESSION.

On motion by the PREMIER, Sessional
Committees were appuint:d as follows :

Library Committee—Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Angelo, and Mr. Corboy.

Standing Orders Committee—Mr, Speak-
er, the Chairman of Committees, Mr. George,
Mr. E. B. Johnston, and Mr. Marshall.

House Committee—Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Chesson, Mr, Lambert, Mr. Stubbs, and .
Thomson.

Printing Committee—DMr, Speaker, Mr. J.
MaeCallum Smith, and My, Panton.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Aven) [4.42]: If was
not my intention to speak thus early in the
debate, but owing to the absenee of the
Leader of the Country Party, who is in the
South-West touring the groups with Mr.
Paterson, the Federal Minister for Markets
and Migration

Mr. J. H. Smith: Which groups are they
inspecting ?

The Premier: Those m the Nelsen elector-
ate.

Mv. GRIFFITHS: He and the Federal
Minister are in the South-West.

Mr. J. H. S8mith: They are not visiting
groups. That is a lie.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The hon. memher can
easily find out by leoking up the itinerary
published in the newspaper, showing where
the party is at present.

My, JJ. H. Smith: They are not visiting
croups, that is wrong.

Mr. SPEARER: Order!

The PPreniier: They are getting in already
for the next vlections.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I have already taken
action with a view to the next elee-
tions, in the guestions I have asked of the
Minister for Justice to-day. T suppose we
ave all more or lesx on the qui vive in matters
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of this kind. 1f the hon. member feels that
anxthing is being done against him, I sup-
prose it is due to the general condifions pre-
viiling amongst us.

Mr. J. H. Smith: T do not believe in mi=-
leading the House.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: [ should like to coun-
eraiulate you, Sir, upon your clection to the
high and honourable position that you filled
s0 capably during the past three years.
I offer you my congratulations from the per-
sonal point of view. I have also heard gen-
eral expressions of opinion throughout the
House to the effect that vour hav-
ing been unanimously elected without a
dissenlient votee showed Lhnt you possessed
the entire eonfidenee of the House and that
all members appteciated the manner in which
vou had dischavged yvour duties during the
past three vears. In common with your
cther fricnds in the House, Sir, 1 hope that
vou will enjoy- better health than has leen
vour experience during recent months, 1
do not know who is responsible for the con-
fortable surroundings we enjoy to-day,
hut whether it be the Government, or
the Hounse Committee working in conjunc-
tion with the Government, T should like
to cxpress my appreciation of the improve-
ments that have heen carried out. T think
the ecomfortable seating accommodation will
have its effect upon keeping members in the
House and causing them to listen to the de-
bates.

Mr. Wilson: Wait a hit.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Some so-called smart
papers have referred to the aecommodation
ag bheing comfortable cuarters to =leep in.
They have had their little joke.

Mr. Corboy: That must have been the
“Slimy Produacers.”

Mr. GRIFFITHS:
Cross Times.”

M. Corboy: Does that 2o in for polities?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The hon. member had
a nasty knock from it a little while ago, That
paper was inquiring as to the whereabouts of
the miemnber for Yilzarn. Tt said he was last
~een somewhere in the precinetz of Tarlin-
ment House.

M. Corboy: That is only sour grapes be-
cawse you ceuld not unseat me,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T did not want to un-
=eat the hon. member.

Mr. Corboy: You were too busy keeping
vour awy weaf.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
interruptions must eease.

Or the “Southern

These personal
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Mr. GRIFFITHS: Haviog disposed of
that little breeze 1 will pow turn to the
Addvess-in-reply. 1 wish to congratulate
the member for East Perth (Mr. Kenneally)
upen the very moderate tone he adopted in
the speech he delivered last Thursday nfter-
noon. 1 have listened to speeches of ns in
the past, and have read them, and eould not
¢lnss them alfogether on the moderate side.

Mr. Panton: They were too deep for you.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We who come into the
House with rather extreme views find, when
we have to earry the responsibilities attached
to a member representing a large constit-
uency, that our views become modified, and
the tone in which we express ourselves be-
comes more modervate,

Mr. Sampson: And we age, too.

The Premier: It is the influence of years.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We are radical when
we are young, but probably as we get older
we advance more towards the Tory stage,
and ownr views become broader.

Mr. Eenneally: You must be fairly old.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes. I tryto keep an
open mind, and 1 hope the hon. member will
do the same, and endeavour to learn from
others as he gees on.

Mr. Maley: Sometimes members become
frail,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I suggest that the hon.
member should ftollow the example of the
Minister for Works. At one fime that hon.
zentleman was looked upon as one holding
very extreme views when he expressed them
ontside the Chamber. As time has gone on,
and he has had the responsibilities of a Min-
ister ot the Crown, his views have somewhat
modified, and his sentiments have been toned
down.

Mr. J. H. Smith:
lini.

My. GRIFFITHS: The member for
Mcount Margaret told us a little tale about
the member for Murchison, and I hope I
=hall not have to apply that to the member
for Nelson.

AMr. Marshall: Let sleeping dogs lie.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am always pre-
pared to give expression to my views, and
sleeping dogs do not worry me. I rather like
them.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Be sure of your facts
first,

Mr. GRIFFITHS :

them.

He stands for Musso-

I am always sure of

Mr. J. H. Smith: Did you read the Min-
ister's itinerary before you began to speaki

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We are here to in-
terpret the spirit of the people we repre-
sent. In most Australians there is the sirong
instinct of commonsense. They expeet us to
apply common sense to the legislation we
pass. More than that I have nothing to say
concerning the member for East Perth, ex-
cept that I congratulate him upon the
moderate specch he made.

My, Richardson: He was warned about
that.

My, GRIFTFITHS: He painted a picture
of the Collier Government in rather rosy
colours.

Mr. Maley: It was not too mild.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: One would naturally
expect that from a supporter of the Gov-
ernment. My objeet will be to paint the
pieture in somewhat different colours, I do
not know that my colours will be quite so
brilliant.

The Premier: There will be & great variety
aboul them.

My, GRIFFITHS: That was a good one
coming from the Premier. I can always ap-
preciate a little joke, if there is anything
in it, even if it is against me. I hope the
Premier will accept what I have to say in a
fair spirit, and will know that there is neo
venomn in my remarks. It is a matter for
congratulation that, on paper at all events,
we have a surplus.

My. Panton: Do not spoeil it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Even if it is not as
zood as the Premier has demonstrated to
us, it shows that we are turning the corner,

Mr, Richardson: It may be a right about
furn.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Last evening the
Lender of the Opposition said eertain things
that wounld cause us to pause. 1 do not pro-
pose to go fully into those matters., We
shall have an explanation from the Premier
as to where the £57,000 is, and as to the
£60,000 or £70,000 which has been collected
by meaus of the petrol tax.

Mr. J. H. Swmith: The Premier admitted
that.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We shall also hear
what has been done with regard to honour-
ing our obligations to the loan trustees, and
as to reimbursements and so on. I will not
deal with those questions now, We hope that
the picture we have had placed bafore us as
to the satisfactory financial position will
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turn out to be as depicted. No one honestly
wishes that the surplus quoted by the Pre-
mier shoutd be other than a faet,

My, Panton: There are many doubiing
Thomases.

My, Lutey: Do you doubt it?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Leader of the
Opposition has said certain things which
should cause us to pause. Until the Premier
has explained the true position to us, if is
not for me te comment upon it, and I have
no more to say about it. We must wait until
the Premier has had his say before we ean
credit him with a surplus.

Mr. Richardson: e know there is not
one,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I hope the Leader of
the Opposition is mistaken. The member
for East Perth said there was an occasion
when the surplus that was set down on
paper had to be looked for with o miero-
seope. I hope the same thing will not be
said of this surplus.

Mr. Richardson: You would not find it
with a microscope if you looked properly
for it.

The Minister for Railways: I should like
to bave it myself.

Mzr. Richardson: I would not like to have
to live upon it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Whether we had a
surplus or not, we would naturally expect
{o be elosc up to turning the eorner and to
be in a position to have a surplus. Since
the days of the late Lord Forrest I do not
think any Government have been so fortu-
nate as the Collier Government. The Pre-
mier has had the luck of the political posi-
tion, and I congratulate him. Good luck to
him, for it is all the better for the State. It
does not matter very much who is on the
Government side of the House, so long as
they conduct the affairs of State properiy,
and give us value for the money spent.

Mr. Withers: You admit there is 2 sur-
plus?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 admit nothing. I
think I shall be able to paint a picture that
is not quite so rosy as that which has been
presented to ws,

The Premier:
painted.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Speech states
that there has been a tremendous incresse in
primary produetion, and that this is having
8 beneficent effect upon trade and indus-

No rosy picture has been

try generally. The record wheai barvest
vielded 30,041,783 bushels; the record wool
production yielded 50,182,045 lbs.; there has
been & record fruit production, with high
prices due to shortage on the London market
and of other countries’ supplies; there has
been a record railway revenue showing a
profit of £34,536, due mainly to the ex-
ceptional harvest; and the Speech states
that all these things should be veflected in
the State’s balanee-sheet. The Commis-
sioner of Railways slates that the profit on
the railways is mainly attributable to the
harvest and the prosperity prevailing
throughout the State. Whether we have a
surplus or not, is it at all extraordinary
that we should be getting round the corner?
I am suve members hope that we are doing
s0. At the cnd of the financial year I be-
lieve that 234 million bushels of wheat extra
were carried on the railways. At 4d. a
bushel, even on one million bushels of extra
vailway freight, the revenue would be £16,-
666 13s. 4d, Two and a half million bushels
mean in extra railway freight £41,666 13s.
44.
Mr. Lindsay: The average rate is 4%;d.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: [ am giving the Gov-
ernment the benefit of the doubt. I know
that a considerable extra quantity of wheat
was carried on the railways during the
period coincident with the past year. Here
again I am giving figures which I used dur-
ing my election campaign. If my tigures
are not right, I stand to be corrected here
to-day. The Premier should not ask for
more than that. T make no seeret of what
T say when T am around electioneering.
The disabilities grant, an oft-told storv.
amounted to #£353,000 for 1925-26, and
amonnted to £212,000 for 1926-27, a total
of £365,000. It has been stated that abomt
£25,000 was saved in intevest by the receipt
of that money. 1f I am wrong, the DPre-
mier will correct me in his reply. At
the time I was eleetioneering the road
grant ran to £384,000. Later figures
puklished in the Government's monthly
report of Woestern Australian  activities
show the amount to he £638,000, in-
cluding the main road grant of £500,000,
the £100,000 under the migration agree-
ment, and £38,000 from State funds for the
making of roads on the Peel Estnte, Under
the migration agreement £2,250,000 was hor-
rowed at 1 per cent., representing a savine
of €93,000 in interest. In vespeet of the
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goldfields water supply there is an annnal
saving of £37.500 in interest. The Premier
will probably take up these figures, and
possibly he may show that some of themn
are wrong. I am a neophyte in finanes
but at the same time I want to know.
The sandalwood royalty comes to about
£30,000, and I understand the amount was
taken into revenue. The petrol tax, whien
operated nine months, aceounts for ap
proximately £70,000. When that tax was
mentioned here last evening, surprise was
expressed at the largeness of the figure,
and I interjected that for the last three
months of the operation of the State tax,
before the Federal tax eame into operation,
the collection was £30,000 or morve. Flow-
ever, I was mistaken; the collection was
24,310 for the last three months of the
period doring which our tax operated. It
is estimated that something in the neigh-
hourhood of £70,000 was collected through
the State petrol tax. Then there is the
entertainments tax, which by the wav
taxes the lowest-priced entertainments,
those patronised by workers and others
who eannot afford to visit more expensive
shows. The exact figures as to that tax
are not available, but the results from it
have made possible certain humanitarian
activities on the part of the Government,
at the same time relieving the Government
to some extent from the necessity of ealling
npon other funds. Now as regards soldier
settlement. At the time of my cleetioneer-
ing it was stated that £796,000 was the
figure involved, and it was also stated that
the saving in interest upon that item alone
amounted to approximately £30,000, The
increased Jand tax of 14d. in the pound
was estimated to produce £35,000.

Mr. Lindsay : T think the amount is
£10,000.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The figure I gave when
electioneering was £35,000, and so 1 was
on the conservative side. Here is one mat-
ter npon which I desire information. It
has been stated—if the statement is in-
correct a denial should be given—that in-
terest has been paid from loan funds on
works under construction to the extent of
£47,000. If there is a surplus, if we have
turned the financial eorner, that fact is dae
prineipally to the good season we have had
and to the energy and enterprise of our
settlers. That is the position unless the
Premier can claim that he was responsible

for the good season, having entered into
an arrangement with the Almighty for it.
1f such an arrangement did exist, it was ex-
cellent, and I hope the Premier will be able
to continue jt for the next three or four
menths.

Mr. Panton: That is already fixed.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T shall not say more
on that aspect until we have heard the
Premier’s statement. I feel quite sure the
hon. gentleman will be able to clear away
any mists in our minds as to these things.
1 wish now for a few brief minutes to con-
sider - the proposed financial arrangement
hetween the Commonwealth and the States.
Recently I saw a caleulation that under the
proposed arrangement New South Wales
will receive a matter of £2,600,000 per
annum, a total during the 38 vyears’
curreney of the agreement of no less than
£162,000,000. Victoria, I believe, is to re-
ceive £2,300,000 per annum, or a fotal for
the 38 vears of £132,000,000. Western Aus-
tralia, [ suppese, is one of those outlandish
plares that really do not come into the
picture. 1 do not know how the thing
works ont comparatively, but it has Deen
stated that the annual contribution to this
State will be £475,000, a total for the 58
vears of £27,550,000.

The Minister for Railways: You got that
from the ““Sunday Times.”

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes. No doubt we
shall be able to disenss the matter more
fully when the agreement is before us. I
feel rnite sure that the Premier and the
House will wateh the matter carefully. The
proposal is not one which will trouble many
of us 38 years hence, but it is of the most
serions importance to those who will follow
us. I repeat, I have not the slightest doubt
that the proposed agreement will be care-
fully considered by the Chamber. I am not
so egotistiecal as to believe that I am the
only one who is giving thought to the
matter. Mr. Bruce I regard as a well-
wisher of Western Australia, but Mr. Bruce
is in the same position as our Premier, and
is not always able to do as he would like
to do. The possibility is that while in Mr.
Bruce we have a friend, he may be to some
extent tied down. An item of the ntmost
importance in the Governor’s Speech is
that veferring to group settlement. It is
stated that a reclassification of group
settlement areas is proceeding. I take it
that really implies a sort of general stock-
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taking of the position of the settlers, with
the idea of so arranging matters-that: the
settlers will be enabled to make a living.
A second sentence in the Governor's Speech
states that a board is to be appointed for
the purpose of effectively dealing with group
settlement and adjudicating on th: com-
plaints of settlers. At this juncture let me
say that the abandonment or the merging or
whatever i3 being done in the matter of the
500 blocks referred to, involving an esti-
mated loss of half a million, ealls for the
exhibition on our part of common sense and
ecourage. I am glad that the Minister for
Lands has returned to tke Chamber, because
I wish to congratulate kim npon his courage
in tackling the group settlement question.
I am not going to take up the stupid atti-
tude of saying, “I told you so,” but I do
wish to emphagise the fact that in season
and out of season the Countrv Party have
advocated that something should be Jone in
the nature of a genera! stocktaking or re-
arrangement of the groups, with 2 view to
ascertaining whether there is any probahility
of the settlers being able to make good at
the end of five years. Further, the Country
Party have in season and out advocaled the
establishment of the hoard now proposed.
It has been stated publicly over and over
again that a board of prutical mea with
statutory powers and responsible to the Min-
ister should be appointed !» control group
settlement. Those two things are given
prominence to in this sessicn’s Spee-k, and
they are a practical vindication of what we
on these cross benches have consistently ad-
vocated. A deliberate lie has been broad-
casted to the effect that the Country Party
are opposed to group scillement. I give any
such statement a full and complete denial.
As far back as 1915 we a3 an association
affirmed the principle of gronp settiement.
Mr. Pickering, who at cne fime oceupied a
secat in this Chamber, secured the ecarrying
of the following resolution at a conference
attended by some 400 delegutes:—

That this Conference affirms the principle of
improved farms in gronp areas in the South-
West Division, and that it declares its policy
to be to give practical effect thereto by provid-
ing sufficient loan funds on a loug-duted prin-
ciple.

This was seven yecars before Sir James Mit-
chell went Home af the invitation of the
Imperial Government to lix up the migra-
tion agreement, 2ud it skows that the Coun-
try Party, so far from bang opposed to

group settlement, were in eomplet~ sym-
pathy with it. Certainly we have eriticised
varions features of group rcettlement. We
have =aid things that were nut very palatable
to the late Minister for Lands. That gen-
tleman had his opinions, while we had just
as strong opinions the other way. We eould
not agree with him on cerlain points, wnd in
conscquence it wus stated that we were op-
posed to group settlement. Onece and for
all T say that that statemen’, is a deliberate
untruth, We were the first to propose that
group settlement should be undertaken and
our suggestions have been ably followed up
by Sir James Mitchell. TWhile certain capi-
tal has been made out of the contention that
a better arrangement wuas made by a subse-
quent Premier, we must give Sir James Mit-
chell the credit for having gone thoroughly
into the whole queslion and for having
secured an agreement si.ch as did not exist
between the British CGovernment and any
other Australian State prior to that date.
The Government eould, w~ith advanlage,
when dealing with certain matters of this
description, take the adviee of members of
the Country Party, because who iz hetter
qualified than cach of the seven Country
Party members who “sit in beauty side by
side” on the eross-benclies?

Mr. Latham: Why, not one of them re-
presents a group settlement avea!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am talking about
agriculture generally. 1 congratulate the
Minister for Lands upon his courage in
tackling this proposition. I know he has a
hard row to hoe, but we are into this scheme
up to our necks.

Mr. Latham: If yon make dairying attrac-
tive, it will he suecessful.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Minister for
Tands intiraated that the course decided npon
will involve the total abandonment of some
of the group holdings, and the linking up
of others, eovering something like 500 loen-
tions. 1 found something to reassure me in
the Minister’s statement, for he said that
some of the settlers might be transferred to
new holdings, or to other holdings, but in
no ease woenld any settlers be placed upon a
hlock of an experimental deseription.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell; Thank God we
did net listen to all the eritick=t.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The [eader of the
Upposition encountered a lot of criticism in
respect of the wheat belt, and has come in
for a lot of criticism regarding the group
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settlotment as well. No man who did aay-
thing in this world ever escaped ecriticism!’

AMr. Maley: And the eriticism against himn
came from Country Party members more
than from any other seelion,

The Minister for Justice: Hear, hear!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I do not think so.
There were some things with whichk the
Country Party members conld not agree.

Mr. Maley : What 1 state is a faet, and yon
know it!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: At times members of
the Country DParty have eriticised the
geheme in respect of methods employed, but
to say that we have been opposed to group
scttlement is wrony,

Mr. Maley: Yon know yon have been
opposed to it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Country Party mem-
bers have not been opposed to it.

Mr. Malev: Too right, they have!

Mr. A, Wansbhrough : Individua! members
of the Country Party have been opposed to
it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The member for Irwin
{Mr. Maley) will hreak the iee soon, and
make n speeeh!

Mr. Maley: If T conld not make a better
speech than you, T would sit down.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. GRIFFITHS : The member for Irwin
is comical.

My, Maley: Your statements are comieal
indeed.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Referenee was made
in the Governor’s Speeeh to the visit of the
memhers of the British Parliamentary As-
sngiation headed by the Marquis of Salisbury
and the Hon. Arthur Henderson, one of the
leaders of the Lahour Party in the House
of Commons, and appreciation expressed of
the attitude adopted by those members on
their return to England.

Mr. Maley: Why not express vour own
riews instead of those of someone else?

Mr. GRIFFITIS: Since their return to
England, members of the parvty have been
speaking about our land settlement and mi-
rration policy, and the common sense man-
1¢t in which we have been handling our
stoblems. 1 have scen articles written by
Ir. Lumley, M.P., for East Hull, and by
sthers who visifed Western Australia with
kat delegatien, in which similar sentiments
rere expressed. At a dinner given to our
ew Agent General, Hon. W. C. Angwin,
ipon his arrival in London, fine speeches of
» commendatory character were made by =

number of peeple who had visited Western
Australin, and excellent veports of the
specches appeaved in the Press. During re-
cent years we have been favoured with visits
of a notable delegation of Empire pressmen
under Lhe leadership of Lord Burnbham, and
more reeently a prominent Labour member,
representing the Motherwell division in Seot-
land, visited the State as well, In fact, we
have had a string of men of note, men who
have done things elsewhere, passing through
Western Australin and pausing to examine
our land settlement and migration scheme.
T am suve Western Australia is the better for
the visits of such people. Our immense
country, our diffienlties, our sunccesses, and
onr problems will be better understood in
vonsequence, and as time goes on we shall
reap the benefit to be derived from visits
such as those paid by people of the ealibre
T have referved to. Western Aunstralin can
reap nothing but good from the visits of
such people. So long as we have men of the
calibre of our new Agent General, Hon. W,
C. Angwin, and of our late Agent General,
Sir Hal Colebatch, representing us in Eng-
land, the interests of Western Australia will
he kept in the forefront and conserved in
every way possible. On the 10th April a
motien dealing with migration was debated
in the House of Commons, preceded by a
preliminary address delivered by our Agent
General, Hon. W. C. Angwin. It appears
that our astute Agent General, immediately
on his arrival on British soil, got into touch
with Sir Howard d'Egville, the secretary of
the Briush Parliamentary Association, who
appropriately arranged for an address to be
delivered by Mr. Angwin prior to the com-
meneement of the debate in the House. That
debate arose on 2 motion in the nome of
Captain Eden, who visited Austialia with
the Empire Press Union delegation. Mem-
hers of that party visited Western Australia
gome time ago. The address delivered by
Mr. Angwin had a marked effect npon those
who listened to it, and that is evident from
the reports that appeared in the British
Press. Mr. Mackinder, who caused some
amnsement in this Chamber when giving us
his idens reganding some of the people on
the group settlements, Mr. Lumley and Dr,
Drummond Shiels, all spoke in fine terms re-
rarding Western Anstralia and their exper-
iences here. It has to be remembered .that
we have £4,680,534 espended in conneclion
with group settlement affairs, and, in conge-
quence, we shonld take notice of the opinions
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of people who bave been through the group
settlement areas in the South-West and have
been able to form iudependent opinions. The
motion tabled by Captain Eden and moved
by bim in the House of Commons was
couched in the followiug terns:—

That this House ¢bscrves that over a peried
of widespread depression in trade, the propor-
tion of our trade with the Empire has increased
and continues to increase, and is of opinion that,
in order to benefit the people of this country by
developing our best and most productive mar-
kets, and in order to assist those Dominions
which go desire it, further to increase the Brit-
ish population within its territories, no effort
should be spared, in co-operation with the Gov-
ernments of the Dominions, te initiate new pro-
posals and to increase the existing facilities for
settlement in the Empire overseas.

Mr. Lumley, M.P. for East Hull, one of the
recent visiting Parliamentarians, who sec-
onded the motion, showed by stafisties the
importance to Britain of trade with the over-
seas Dowinions, quoting such exports to Aus-
tralia and New Zealand as Axminster car-
pets, 61 per cent., newsprint, 92 per cent,,
and the good percentages of steel girders,
writing paper, eleetrie wires, ete, and con-
cluded by putting in a strong plea for more
Imperial expenditure to assist migration fo
and settlement in British Dominions in these
words—

Is our credit never to be used for the Em-
pire? I would point to Western Australia,
where there is, I think, a completely unanimous
desirc to procced as swiftly and as strongly
as possible in a policy of development of that
State, but how long can that State, with its
very limited resources, bear the burden of a
great scheme like that which they are under-
taking in their group scttlement area? Is not
the time already approaching when they will
be nnable to continue that scheme? I would ask,
cannot the Treasury have some vision in this
matter, and at any rate help that State? Can
they not at least consider whether it would not
be possible to make a 50-50 rule under the Em-
pire Settiement Aet?

Mr. Mackinder, M.P. for Shipley in York-
shire, another of our visitors, also spoke at
considerable length referring to Mr. Ang-
win's address, the cost of settling men on the
groups and the training they received at
Catterick. Another of our parliamentary
visitors, Dr. Draummond Shiels, M.P. for
Edinburgh East, gave utterance to the fol-
lowing :—

I .am econvineed that it is only in Queens-
land and Western Ausfralia that a wmigrant
without capital has really any chance of success
at all. Tt is, however, quite ridiculous to send
people, as we have done, out to Western Aus-

tralia to these group settlements, whieh are all
for dairy farming, and some of these unfor-
tunate people do not know ore end of a cow
trom the other, This i3 a very tragie situation
when you have pot to milk a cow, and there
are wmany other points like that which make
the Yot of these people very (diffienlt. It is a
terrible tragedy that since the war Britain has
spent £380,000,000 in public rclief largely for
uncmployment, and yet we have nothing to show
for it. Tf we spent that money now in a big
scheme of this kind both at Home and abroad,
it woulil be a real asset not only to our coun-
try but to the Empire,

Other speakers were Major Astor, Lieut.-
Col. Gauit and Miss Bondfield. Col. L. C.
Amery, the Secretary of State for Dominion
Affairs, closed the debate in a very able
and informmative speech, remarking, inter
alia—

To-night's debate has, to me at any rate,

been full of encouragement. It has been on a
Itigh level and on a practical note throughout;
# debate, not a disputation, but of co-operation
in which everyone has contributed his share of
knowledge and ideas towards the moulding of
u great poliey which is entively above party and
which we all feel to be vital to the life of the
natign.
The motion was put and carried witliont a
dissentient voice. These people have ex-
pressed their eonfidence in us and it be-
hoves every man, irrespective of party, to
do everything possible to make the gronp
settlement scheme a suecess. 1 amu con-
vineed that it ean be made sucvcessful. T
listened with interest to the speech of the
Leader of the Opposition last night, in
which he referred to what had been done
with regard to the introduction of new
plants and in finding new uses for various
types of land in Western Austrolia, I ean
take hon. members to various places in the
wheat Delt where, until a few years ago,
land was said to be useless but where to-
dny, because of the adeption of proper
metheds, there are quife reasonably good
properties. Of course they are not equal
to forest country.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: That is a
good point to make. Land that was
deserted a few years ago is now turncd to
profitable use.

Mr. Lindsay: But it was not ¢he fault of
the land.

Hon. Bir James Mitehell: No, the price
of wheat had a zood deal to do with it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Undoubtadly that in-
fluenced the position a good deal. Having
dealt with the Parliamentary Association
let me refer to the remarks made by the
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member for Northam last night. I knew
Mr. Walter Gale fairly well before he left
this State, and had met him on severa!
oceasions since. He has now passed away.
Although T am not a Western Australian
by birth, I ean quite understand the feeling
that prompted the member for Northam to
speak of Mr. Gale’s death. That gentle-
man was a faithful servant of this House
for tem years and for the last 26 or 27
vears carried ouf similar duties in the Fed-
eral House. Something like 47 of our 80
members are members of the Parliamentary
Association. All of them should be mem-
bers, as I understand all the Federal Par-
liamentarians are. Mr. Gale was secretary
for Avstralia of the Parliamentary Associa-
tion and it would be fitting if we expressed
sympathy with his relatives. 1 hope the
member for Northam will move in that

direction. Let me now refer to the
Federal aid roads grant. I gather
from the Government wonthly report

that £3500,000 has been expended from
the grant, £100,000 under the migra-
tion agreement and £38,000 of State funds
for the Peel Estate. One matter about
which T am concerned and which should not
be regarded from a party standpoint is
whether for this great expenditure on
roads we are getting value. To illustraie
my point let me give one instance of many
that have been brought under my notice.
In other electorates, I believe, road work
has been done in g more glaringly wasteful
fashion than in the instance I am about to
mention. Some years ago I-stated in this
House that a road had been cleared from
North Baandec to Kununoppin, a distance
of 30 odd miles, by the local authorities.
and that a Government party then came
along—men who had been unemployed—
and pat in a duplicate road.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They let the
contract; the department did the work and
then the contractor came along and cleared
a second road.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : Baandee seems un-
fortunate. A thounsand pounds was pro-
vided for a streteh of road south of Baan-
dec and, without warning the loeal authori-
ties or ealling for tenders, a gang of men
were put on to the work and the thousand
pounds was spent. The local road board’:
engineer measured up the work and
estimated that the board could have con-
strneted the rond for £600, and T believe

{4]

that amount would have provided for a
road three feet or four feet wider.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: On the same specifi-
cation ?

Mr. GRIFFITHS : Yes, and properly
gravelled. The road construeted by the
zang was not properly gravelled or con-
strueted and would not have been passed
by the local engineer. There are big snms
involved in our programme of road con-
struction. We are getting these large sums
of money pretty easily, and it is the duaiy
of Parliament to see that the monev is
properly used.

The Minister for Mines: I do not Anow
about its being got easily. We are [linding
half,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Federal
Government are providing £1 to our 15s.

The Minister for Mines: And it costs
something for administration.

Mr. Mann: What, 25 per cent. for ad-
ministration!

Mr. Corboy: No.

Mr. Clydesdale: The Main Roads Board
are doing good work.

The Minister for Justice: Who said that
administration costs 25 per cent.?

Mr. Sampson: The Minister for Minas.

The Minister for Mines: I did not. 1f
vou like to tell untruths, you can.

Hon. Sir Jawes Mitchell: The Minisier
should withdraw that remark.

Mr. SPEAKER : Orfler !.

The Minister for Mines: I shall not with-
draw it, He should not put words intn mv
mounth.

Mr, Sampson: You should not acknow-
ledge it.

The Minister for Mines: You were asleep
when I made the interjection.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. GRIFFITHS : I do not intend to
dwell on the subject of roads at any
greater length, though I believe the memher
for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) can give olher
instanees.

The Premier: You should unt zive away
his speech.

Mr., GRIFITHS: T have discussed the
matter with him, I think the member for
Yilgarn (Mr. Corboy) also knows some-
thing of a duplieate road in his distriet that
ends nowhere.

My, Corboy: If you know about it, 2o on.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1t is in your con-
stitueney.
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Mr. Corboy: You are displaying an ab-
solute ignorance of the whole of the facts.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am guided by what
Mr. Bamber said.

Mr. Corboy: If you rely on him, you
would rely on anything.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I camnot speak as to
that, but I kmow it was in the Press. The
Main Roads Board admit that they got into
a lot of trouble over that road.

Mr. Corboy: That is perfectly btrue.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Well, what is wrong?

The SPEAKER: The member for Avon
must address the Chair.

Mz, Corboy: Find ont what you are talk-
ing about.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I am not talking about
it at all. Members laugh, but the member
for Yilgarn ean tell us about that road.

Mr, Corboy: Of course [ can, but you
cannol. Why bring it np if you do not
want to tadlk abount it?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am not concerned
ahout the road; I merely referred to the hon.
member,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
address the Chair or resume his seat.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: [ must commend the
Alinister for Agriculture upon his attitude
to cxpertmental work. Experimental farms
are being established in what have been re-
earded as risky areas, but I helieve they will
be proved fo be less risky than is gemerally
thought.

Mr. Corboy: You yourself said they would
produce only a bushel to the acre.

_Mr. GRIFFITHS: Tid 17

Mr. Corboy: Yes.

The Premier: That was in the paper, too,
so it must be right.

Mr. GRTFFITHS: The information came
from the Statistician.

AMr. Corboy. I saw a letter over your
own signature in which you made that state-
ment.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: There is no doubt that
other countries are adopting a very definite
attitnde towards the scientific aspeet of
farming. Western Australia is forging ahead
nnd is now adopting a proper attitnde to the
ruestion of scientific agrienlture. Dr. Rich-
ardson, of South Australia, is engaged on a
eampaign to inerease the wheat produetion
of that State to a minimum of 50,000,000
bushels. He says it is pessible to inerease
the average vield per acre hy three to five

bushels. In Vietoria attention is being given
to the important question of increasing the
acreage yield and in the Wimmersa district,
where the farmers talk of bags and not
hushels, the average of nine bushels 20 years
ago has been increased to nine bags. Mr.
Sutton has assured us that there is no reasou
why we should not obiain a 15 bushel aver-
age and what a splendid future that would
open up for Western Australia. When the
Leader of the Opposition was speaking last
night 1 made an mterjection in reply to his
statement about old land becoming worked
out. When the ex-Agent General, Sir Hal
Colebateh, recently returned from Europe,
he spoke of the remarkable e¢hange that had
come over Italy. He was reported as fol-
lows:—

He spoke of his visits to Ltaly on his retura
journey to Australia, and of the intense pro-
dnetion earried on there in order to meet the
requirements of the inereasing population. Italy,
indeed, furnished a wonderful example of what
wasg possible in the way of increasing wheat pro-
duetion, Tn July, 1925, n committer was set
up to sce to it that Italy produced the grain
that she consumed. The purpose was to make
cach heetare grow more grain by (1) better seed
selection, (2) improved fertilisers and teeh-
nieal equipment, and (3) fixity of prices. The
vesult. of Ifaly’s effort has heen described 1y
an English writer as follows:—*The whole
rural community sef to work to check the im-
portations of cereals which, Mussolini said, con-
stituted the most voracious gnawing maggots
of the country’s cconomy, for Italy’s adverse
trade balanee was half due to these importa-
Hons. The extracrdinary thing is that under
intensive propaganda and consequent work,
within a ycar® the crop was enormously in-
ereascd. Indeed, more than half the necessary
extra production has heen achieved to avoid
grain importation. If the Permanent Grain
Commission continues with the same ‘educa-
tional vigor for amother 10 years, Italy will
not he dependent oun foreign grain at all.”’

No record is available of the average vield
in Ttaly prior to the compaign and since it
was undertaken., Sir Hal said that the land
of Italy generally was not as good as that of
Australia. 'When we study the results of the
eropping competition in this State, there is
no reason why Mr. Sutton’s ambition should
not be realised.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Our land is
practically all new. There is not much old
land.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Xo, in that respect
we are all right. The resalts of the

cropping eompetitions fully demonstrated
the value of those ecompetitions. The
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winoer in No. 1 zone was J. D. Ham-
mond, of Kellerberrin, who cropped 567
acres in 1904 for a yield of 23 bushels 9
lbs. per acre; in 1925, 489 acres 22 bushels
26 lbs. per acre; and in 1926, 781 acres 20
bushels 43 1bs. per acre. Now I am again
going to refer to my friend the member for
Taoodyay (Mr. Lindsay) who came second in
these eropping competitions. He cropped
390 acres, 380 acres and 472 acres in the
three respeetive years and his average yields
were 206 bushels, 35 lbs.; 23 bushels, 24 lbs.;
and 1Y bushels, 35 lbs. It will thus be seen
that the increasing of the wheat average
to the stage that Mr. Sutfon is boping for,
is not, after all, such a far-fetched propesi-
tion ag it would appear to be. The average
vield in Western Australia is affected by the
great area of new land that is coming into
cultivation ; that tends to reduce the average.
The competitions, however, are being fos-
tered and supported by the Agricultural De-
partment and the Agricnltnral Society, and
I believe the departments are actively con-
cerned in trying to bring about that increased
production we all desire to see. T desire to
make some reference to experimental farms
and to offer a suggestion that may appeal
fo the Minister. Some litfle time ago I had
a conversation with a member who sits on
the Ministerial side of the House, on the sub-
ject of Muresk College and the Narrogin
Farm School. He expressed the view—and
the same view was uftered by the member
for Gascoyne {Mr. Angelo)—that the stud-
ents at Muresk should be given the oppor-
tunity to spend a few days at the Merredin
State Farm. Tt was argued, and I think
guite rightly, that the students are in a some-
what damp area, and that at Merredin they
would see things in a different light, which
would be very good for them. The pro-
posal, if carried into effect, would not cost
very much. The member for Gascoyne made
a similar suggestion when speaking at Mer-
redin on the occasion of the Merredin field
day, and he stated that the lads eould be
camped at the Merredin farm. T am sure
the boys would enjoy the outing and they
would sre how the operations were eonducted
at that State farm. The Minister for Agri-
culture at that time did not express any
opinion about the proposal; at the same time
I commend the idea to him because T con-
sitler it will be in the interests of the stud-
ents to take them there, principally beeanse
of the faet that it will add to their general
knowledgze. If it did nothing else, the visit

would foster a spirit of inquiry. I notice
that in the legislative programme of the
Government it is proposed to submit Bills
to deal with closer settlement, public hospi-
tals, local Government, an amendment of the
Constitution, the Public Serviee, workers’
compensation, the regulation of mines and
the electorat laws. I read in the “West
Australian” that the Government are to be
asked to bring forward a Bill to constitute
a development commission, the idea being
that that commission should precede town
planning legislation. The municipal conncil
also consider that there should be local con-
irol of central services, such as water sup-
plies, sewerage and transportation other than
the railways. We in this House have often
expressed the cpinion that the public utilities
in the metropalitan area should be controlled
by a trust or a board, as is the case in the
Eastern eapitals, and in other parts of the
world. Yvidently the City Couneil hold the
view that the lime is ripe when action of
some such description should be taken. [t
is interesting to note the extent to which in
the city the civie sense appears to be grow-
ing. Te the “West Australian” of a few
daya ago I read an article on the town plan-
ners' vision of the city in 25 years’ time.
Let me say that that vision may not be so
imaginative as would appesr at the first
blush, We must not forget that an airship
base is fo be established in the vieinity of
Perth in the not distant fulure, and it has
been definitely stated that we shall be able
o travel from here to Great Britain in 11
days. When we reslise also the changes
ihat are taking place in regard to many
activifies, such as wireless, we must not be
surprised at the progress that will come about
in the near years to come. We know that
it is now possible to communicate with Eng-
land from Melbourne almost instantan-
eously, whilst the growth in many other
directions, being as rapid as it is, is tend-
ing towards the realisation of the vision of
our eity in 25 years’ time. Another mattcr
that should not escape attention is the cele-
bration of the centenary of the State. We
understand from the Press that the question
is being given consideration, but I think the
time is ripe when a programne should take
something like definite shape. Reverting to
the Perth municipal authorities—and it is
satisfactory to know that there is a live
mayor in contral—the proposals that they
Lave made in vespect of the control of the
varions metropolitan aetivities, other than
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the railways, are worthy of the attention of
the Government. I asked a question to-day
regarding the electoral rolls, but I would
like il understeod that I have no serions
complaint to make in respeet of the elec-
torate [ represent, though I know that there
have been complaints from other electorates.
I believe the reply the Minister gave was
that everything connected with the State rolls
was all right, that they were not unduly in-
Hated. At any rate, the Minister will pro-
bably he able to satisfy himself that the
position is not as has been stated. What I
wigsh to draw the Minister’s attention to is
the hours at which the polls, State and Fed-
eral, close, one being at 7 o’clock and the
other at B o'elock. This is responsible for
a good deal of confusion. Of course we
know that the electors should be aware of
the positian, but the fact remains that many
people are under the impression that the
Slate polls closed at 8 o’clock and conse-
auently failed to record their votes,

Mr. Sampson: The hours should certainly
be uniform.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes, and so should the
rolls, but T suppose there are obstacles in
the way of uniformity in the rolls. I sup-
pose it is a matter of boundaries. Possibly
the difficulty may be swept away when we get
a Bill to amend the boundaries. I have a
feeling that something of the sort is likely
to come before us in the near future. If it
will have the effect of doing away with dupli-
cations, the result should be very satisfae-
tory.

Mr, Sampson: There is no
a Redistribution of Seats Bill.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: At the last elections
the votes recorded in the electorates of Men-
zies, Mount Margaret, Hannans, Yilgarn,
and Coolgardie totalled 1,852, 1 represent
5,235 electors, while tlie members for the
districts T mentioned represent 134 at Men-
zies, 212 at Mount Margarct, 422 at Han-
nans, 607 at Yilgarn and 477 at Coolgardic.
Those are the votes that were actually re-
corded. T recorded all those put together
and there were many to spare.  The five
seats T have mentioned have a total enrol-
ment of 3,730 electors as against 5,235 elec-
tors enrolled for the Avon constituency.
That is to say. my constituency is ermal to
the five seats mentioned. with 1,485 electors
to spare.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: What is the differ-
ence in arca?

indieation ol

Me. GRIFFITHS: I do not know that
the hon. member should bring the North-
West idea about areas into the question. I
do not know that he can say much abount the
Menzies constituency, for instance. I men-
tion these points in no carping spirit, but
merely wish fo draw the attention of the
House to facts as they are with a view to
indicating that the time is ripe for a redis-
tribution of electoral boundaries. As a
matter of faet, the redistribution should
have been carried out a long time ago, and
the anomalies to which I have referred
should certainly receive attention. If I can
be said to equal the representation of five
other seats, what can be said regarding the
member for Canning (Mr. Clydesdale) who
represents a constituency having 17,000 elec-
tors on the roll? Of him it may be said that
he represents 15 seats. It is high time that
something was done to get rid of such
anomalies.

Mr. Sleeman:
torates up evenly?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Don’t be silly!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes, that s a silly
interjeetion.

Mr. Sleeman: Of course it is when it
comes to your point of view, but not for the
North-West.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Another important
matter relates to the amendment to the Ver-
min Act of 1918 and the furtber amend-
ments, to which assent was given on Jrd
January, 1927.

Mr, Sleeman: That was a good Aect.

Mr. Latham: Yes, for the pastoralists.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: When we debated the
amendments to the Vermin Act, it was esti-
mated that the fax to be imposed would
bring in for the yecar 1927-28, £10,600 from
the pastoralists and £39,500 from the agrieni-
turists. That tax was on the basis of 1d. in
the pound for the pastoral areas and 34d. in
the pound for the agricultural areas. See-
ing that sheep zre distributed praetically on
a fifty-fifty basis as between the pastoral
and agrieultural areas, we claim that the
contributions levied under the taxing pro-
visions of the Act should be something like
on a fifty.fifty basis. Owing {o the heavy
valuation placed upon land in the South-
Western division of the State, it was felt at
the time that a tax of Y3d. in the pound was
excessive. Of course I know the Minister
will say that that tax was asked for.

Mr. Latham: Who asked for it

Would you eut the clee-
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Mr. GRIFFITHS: It was mentioned at
certain deputations, but we need not go into
that aspect now.

Myr. Latham: Who mentioned it?

The Minister for Lands: Some of your
own ecnstituents asked for it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Some of ihem may
have done so.

The Minister for Lands:
awayv from it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 do not know that I
did.

The Minister for Lands: No, bat the mem-
ber for York did.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: If the proposals I ad-
vaneed had been adopted, they would have
meant imposing similar taxation on the pas-
toralists and the agrieulturists alike. The
Minister assured us that if it were found
that too much was raised by way of taxa-
tion on the basis fixed in the Act, the posi-
tion would be reviewed.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He must bring
regnlations before the Hduse.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : The member for
Katanning (Mr, Thomson) proposed in the
House that the rate of tax to be paid by the
farmer should be one-eighth ¢f a penny in
the pound. That proposition was ridieuled
by some hon. members but it is to the credit
of the Leader of the Opposition that he sup-
ported an amendment moved by the member
for Katanning to fix the rate at one-eighth
of a penny in the pound. I will quote Sir
James Mitchell’s words, for they set out the
point I wish to make. Sir James said—

And you ran

T only wish the Hous¢ to be fair and not
say to onc section, ** You must pay four times
more than another section.’’ Fastoralista have
told me they do not want the North to pay
for the South, or the South for the North.
While the agricultural land will grow in value
and contribate more by way of taxation, and
while a great deal more agricultural land will
Le selected and will pay taxation, the pastoral
tax cannot he ingreased during the firat 15
years of a lease, and there iz not likely to be
much pastoral land taken up to add its con-
tribution to the fund.

It is claimed by many farmers that they are
paving four times as much by way of ver-
min tax as they should be called upon to
pay. I want to know if that is correct.

The Minister for Lands: And they need
the legislation four times as much as the
other section.

Mr. GRTFFITHS: I tried to fina out
how much was credited to vermin tax pay-
ments from the pastoral and agrieultural

areas vespectively, In a letter I received
from the Agrieultural Department, in reply
to a communication from me asking for the
information I sought, the official statement
confained the following:—

I am in rceeipt of yours of the 21st instant
relative to rates levied under the Vermin
Aect Amendment Aect, and beg to advise in
answer te your questions: (1) My latest advice
on this matter is that all the assessments have
not yet been sent cut, and that no records were
being kept differentiating between the two
vlasses of land rating, as no instructions had
becn issued to do so and that if sueh were to
he done, the cost of collection would bhe con-
siderably increased.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Separate forms
are sent ouf, so records must be kept.

Mr. Lindsay: There is a report every year
showing land tax payments so that the
figures must be kept separately.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yet it is stated that
the cost of collection would be considerably
inereased if the details were kept sept;.mtely!
To the man who is paying four times as
mueh as he should be called upon to
pay, it would seem that the cost of em-
ploying an extra clerk to keep the details
separately would not be a serions matter.
The member for York (Mr. Latham) has
been asking questions regarding the dog
tax under the Vermin Aet, There hns
been a good deal of discussion amongst
farmers in my constituenecy as to why
the schedule was not included in the
Act and why no definition of a vermin
proof fenee was included as well. On the
other hand, the defining of what is an
aderuate dog-proof fence is lefi wholly
with the Chief Inspeetor of Rabbits, Mr.
C. J. Craiz. I have looked earefull;
throngh the different Acts and while there
is a definition of a rabbit-proof fenece, an/
other fences, I find that those definitions
would not apply te the requirements for a
dingo-proof fence. I have noticed in the
Press recently that the Chief Inspector of
Rabbits was the real person charged with
the responsibility of deciding what should
be done. I undersiand he has fixed the
height of a dingo-proof fence at 6ft.

Mr. Lindsay: The fence has to be con-
structed to the satisfaetion of the chief
inspector.

Mr. GRTFFITHS: We contend that that
is handing over too muech power to the
rhief inspector, and claim that those par-
ticulars should be specified in a schedule
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included in the Act. Mr. Bruce Leake is
an authority on dingoes and dingo trap-
ping, and he favours a high fence. On the
other hand, many people say they have
been able to keep out the dingoes with a
fence less than 6ft. in height. The problem
has given rise to much argument, and if the
height of a fence is fixed permanently at
6ft., I am afratd hardly any settler will be
able to claim exemption from the tax afier
going to the expense of putting up fences
5ft. 10in. in height, fences that are absn-
lutely dingo-proof.

Mr, Lindsay: It is necessery to have a
sort of verandah on the fence as well.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes. It is necessary
to have a 2ft. overlap., Mr. Bruce Lealw
informed me that it was the only way to
keep out the dingoes. But be claimed that
it was not so much the dingo that had te
be kept out as the half-wild dogs. Ilc
claimed that the latter would go through
places that a dingo would never tackle.
There is a strong feeling in the ecountry
that farmers are contributing more than
they should be asked to pay, in view of
the smaller levy on the pastoralists. They
do not mind paving if the tax is fixed on
a fair basis. T would like some informa-
tion on the point as to whether the farmer:
are paying four times as much as are the
pastoralists. I wabt that information so
that I ean discuss the question with the
people who are vitally concerned. If that
is the position, something should be done
to rectify it. So discontented are some of
the farmers that a conferemce has been
convened for the 19th Aungust at Beverley
to discuss among other things the “super-
vermin tax’’ and “exemption by rabbit-
proof feneing.” I have been invited to
attend the conference at which many road
boards will be represented. For that reason
I would like to have some information re-
garding these contributions.

Mr, Teesdale: Tell them that the pastor-
alists pay for two boards.

Mr. Lindsay: So do the agriculturists.

The Minister for Justice: Just for one
short period, that is all.

Mr. Teesdale: Yes, but these people arc
growling about the halfpenny!

Mr. Sampson: There is grave dissatisfae.
tion regardine the operations of the Vermin
Act.

Alr. GRIFFITHS: Mr, Craig has supplied
the following specifications for the con-
struetion of a dog and rabbit-proof fence—-

A fence not less than 6£t. high with the top
overhanging outwards at an angle of about
40 (egrees. Rabbit netting 6in. in the ground
and 3ft. above. Sheep netting 3ft. wide above
the rabbit netting, and the final barbed wire
above the netting as previously stated, not less
than 6ft. high. Posts to be not more than
15£t. apart,

The Minister for Justice: That is a goosl
fence.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I had not intended to
continue speaking beyond the tea interval,
but before sitting down I should like to
stress one phase of the agricultural industry,
namely, the vital necessity for research
work, All progressive countries have found
by experience thaf resenrch must precede
education in agriculture if permaneni and
effective results ave to be obiained. Resgearch
is an insurance against the foture. Withont
it agrieulture will stand still and the teach-
ing of agvieulture have but little meaning.
I have read recently that every bushel per
aere added to Australia’s wheat yield means
an additional £2,500,000 per annum. I men-
tioned earlier the objective of the Education
Department in econjunction with the agricul-
tural societies and the fertiliser people with
the idea of securing a 15 bushel average in
the State. When I speak of research and of
what the chemists and biologists have done.,
I wounld point to the fact that every inseet
and fungoid pest that can be brought under
confrol brings great wealth to the commun-
ity, and in regard to stock management,
cvery contributer to our knowledge helps to
add to the prosperity of the eommunity as a
whole. I have read a good deal of late about
what other countries are doing in point of
agricultural research. Here is a little item of
myv reading. At first I thought it was
srareely fair to Ausiralia, but when we eon-
sider what other countries have done, it may
be that it is not far from the mark. Tt
reads as follows:—

The main  difference between Australin and
other countrics is in the national sentiment to-
wards agriculture. Countries like the Tnited
States of Amorica, Canada, South Africa, Den-
mark, and Japan, not only believe that ugri-
culture iz the basis of the country’s wealth,
but they translate this bhelief into action,

These nations think in terms of Agricalture.
This attitude finds practical expression in the
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liberality with which agricultural research is
supported by State funds and the readiness
with which they are prepared to map out poli-
cies for steady continnous development over
long pericds.

When we come to think ot what the chem-
ists and biologists have done for agrienlture
we remember that it was in 1901 the
Iate Willian Farrer produced his famous
Fedesation wheat. 1t has heen caleulated
that this has meant a gain to Victoria alone
of £500,000 per annum for the past 13
yvears. Mr. Farrer during his 20 years work
produced no fewer than 33 varieties of
wheat. There is a long list of chemists
who have done much for agriculture, and a
very interesting story could@ be made out of
it. However, I will not go into detaiis,
mwre than to say cthat My, William Farrer
—we have a papil of his in Mr, G, L,
Sutten of this State—was a great Austra-
lian, whose influence ean be scen in every
ripening Held of wheat in Victoria and New
South Wa'es. There is one more subject.
It concerns my own electorate. [ have left
it till the last beeause, whilst T will not
deal fully with it to-night. T want the
House when the motion, of which I gave
notiee this afternoon, comes up for discus-
sion, to be in & position to say whether the
elaim | shall make is not a proper one.
T'nder the heading of “Western Australian
Activities” therc appeared in a newspaper
the announecement that work has been
started on the Kjanding-Norvthwards rail-
way with a spur of 77 miles. I
asked the TPremier to-night on what
date the TFjanding-Northwards line was
anthorised and also when the Yarramony-
Eastwards line was authorised. Of conrse
the Premier knew that T already knew, but
T wanted the statement from him just to
show that the Ejanding-Northwards line
was anthorised seven or eight months ago,
whereas the Yarramony-Fastwards line was
anthorised 314 years aco. The people liv-
ing along that stretch of country have been
theve for 19 vears. We have nothing to
indieate that that line is not to be built ont
of loan funds. Possibly some people may
have knowledge that money obtained under
the migration agreement is to he ufilised,
If so, of course we cannot complain. but if
the line is to be built out of ordinary loan
funds, T say the delay is a distinet breach
of faith. T think it will be a most unfair
thing if the Ejanding line is to be started
before the Yarramony line. However, I

shall not dwell further upon that at
present. All that 1 wish to say in conelu-
sion is that whilst the Premier may take
exeeption to some of the remarks I have
made to-night

The Premier: Not at all.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: At all events if there
be anything that I and my colleagues on
this side ean do to assist the progress of
the country, we shall unhesitatingly do it.

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
Jowrned.

BILL--SUPPLY (NO. 1)—£1,913,500.

Returned  from  the Couneil withont

amendment.

FHlouse adjourned at 7.42 p.m,

Legislative Council,
Thursday, 4th August, 1927.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—-GROUP SETTLEMENT.

Hon. W. J. MANN asked the Chief Sec-
vetary: 1, How many locations were there
on the group settlement hooks at 30th
June, 19277 2, How many sektlers were on
those locations (a) at 30th June, 1926; (b)
at Alst December, 1926; (¢) at 30th June,
19277 3, How many settlers have been
placed on loeations left by previous holders
in the periods (a) 1st- July, 1926, to 31st
December, 1926: (b) 1st January, 1927, to
30th June, 19279 4, How many locations are
to be (a) abandoned; (b} linked wup with
other holdings? 5, How many locations are



